


Britain: Moscow accepts arms embargo 

KUWAIT (R) A British minister said on Sunday that Moscow had 
agreed to tack an aims embargo against Iran but he rejected a U.N. naval 
force in the Gulf as a condition for Soviet support. “We are glad that the 
Soviet Union has agreed to join in the process of working on an arms 
embargo and we hope very much to make progress on that.” David 
Mellor. minister of state for foreign affairs, told reporters. Mr. Mellor, 
who amved tn Kuwait from Saudi Arabia on a Gulf tour, said Moscow 
had revised its view that more time was needed to persuade Iran to accept 
a ceasefire in its war with Iraq. But he said the Soviet Union should not 
insist on a U.N. naval force in the Gulf as the price for backing an 
embargo. **pis would rightly bring them condemnation of the Arab 
Nation which will not want to see their need for a follow-up resolution 
used as a bargaining counter." Mr. Mellor said. The U.N. Security 
Cbuncil passed Resolution 598 last July demanding a ceasefire in the 
seven-year war. Iraq accepted but Iran says Baghdad must first be named 
as “the aggressor.” 
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Bonn parliamentarian leaves Beirut 

BEIRUT ( R) — Hans Schterkcn, a member of Bonn's parliament, left 
Beirut cm Sunday after holding talks with Lebanese President Amin 
Gcmaycl and Parliament Speaker Hussein Husseini, an official source 
said. Mr. Schierken. chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee of the 
West German parliament, discussed with Mr. Gemayel and Mr. Husseini 
"bilateral relations and the latest developments in Lebanon," the source 
said. He refused to disclose details of the separate meetings. Mr. 
Schterkcn. who arrived in Beirut from Damascus on Saturday, said before 
leaving "there was a chance for a Lebanese-Syrian dialogue.” He did not 
elaborate. Syria had boycotted Mr. Gemayel after he refused to endorse a 
Syrian-brokered peace" pact between the warring factions in December 
1986. Mr. Schterkcn declined to say whether he had negotiated for the 
release of West German businessman Rudolf Cordes. 55, kidnapped on 
Jan. 17 in west Beirut. Mr. Cordes is believed held by relatives of two 
Lebanese brothers. Mohammad Ali Homadei and Abbas Ali Ham add. 
both detained in Frankfurt. 
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;:>own Prince 
deceives 
> ■ i’ujeira leader 

. ^ iMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
■* Jighness Crown Prince Hassan 
- : ”.iet at his office in the Royal 
' : : fcurr Sunday with Sheikh Saleh 
■>d Shuraqi, deputy governor and 
r . ; ":.ommander of the defence forces 
nd director of dvil aviation of 
ie emirate of Fujeira in the 
Jnited Arab Emirates (UAE). 
beikh Shuraqi conveyed greet- 
jgs from the Fujeira ruler, 
beikh Hamad Ibn Mohammad 
. ".U Shuraqi, to His Majesty King 
; ~ lussein and to Prince Hassan 
; ' nd was requested to convey a 
-. eply message of greetings. The 
" meeting was attended by Sharif 
ihazi Rakan, director general of 
- ! -uab Wings, and UAE ambassa- 
; or to Jordan Abdullah A1 
. -horafa. 

Jabdi heads 
or China 

-HARTOUM (R) — Sudanese 
rime Minister Sadeq Ai Mahdi 
ft for China on Sunday for a 
: C^-x-day official visit, state Radio 
tndurman reported. He told a 
;ws conference last week his 
Itiks in China would mainly deal 
ith bilateral relations and ways 
* boost Sudan's armed forces, 
eked in a four-year-old war 
* ;ainst rebels in the south of the 
iuntiy. Mr. Mahdi, who re- 
~ imed on Saturday from visits to 
_ : irdan and Libya, was accompa- 
: ed by Foreign Minister Maa- 
-oun Sanadah and Trade Minis- 
• r Ibrahim Abdul Jalil. 


"gypt waives visa 
.ules for nationals 
f9 Arab states 


AMMAN, MONDAY DECEMBER 21, 1987, RABIA AL THANI 30, 1408 


Price: Jordan 100 Bis; Syria Z pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi .Arabia 1.50 rivals; UAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


AIRO (API — Nationals from 
. . ne Arab states which recently 
. ' -stored diplomatic relations with 
' gypt will no longer need visas to 
, _ sit Cairo, a government official 
-'-lid Sunday. General Ahmad 
ahmi Hussein, director of the 
- issport and immigration govem- 
: ent office, was quoted by the 
.fiddle East News Agency 
' . MENA) as saying that nationals 
om those countries would also 
- . i given a free six-month residen- 
'• permit, after which they must 
change S180 officially " every 
omh as is required of all fore- 
/- ners visiting the country. 

yria and Oman 
) have diplomatic 


AMASCUS (R) — Syria and 
man have agreed to establish 
plomatic relations and ex- 
lange ambassadors, the Syrian 
-■ws agency (SANA) said on 
inday. It said the decision fol- 
wed talks between visiting 
mani Foreign Minister Yousef 
■n Alwai and Syrian President 
afez Al Assad and Foreign 
inister Farouq AI Sharaa on 
iturday. The two countries have 
« had diplomatic relations since 
ey became independent. Bri- 
" in recognised the full independ- 
ice of Oman in 1951 while Syria 
hieved full independence in 
46. 
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World Israelis shoot and wound I Lower House's unanimous approval 


anger 

grows 

over 

Israeli 

actions 

CAIRO (Agencies) — The Egyp- 
tian government on Sunday sum- 
moned the Israeli ambassador. 
Moshe Sasson, and delivered a 
shaiply worded protest about the 
Jewish state's “oppressive and 
brutal actions” in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. 

It was the fifth Egyptian state- 
ment since the ongoing Palesti- 
nian protests began in the Israeli- 
occupied territories Dec. 8. 
Meanwhile, the Arab Lawyers 

(Continued on page 7) 


more Arabs in continuing 
protests in occupied lands 


Combined agency dispatches 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM — Israeli troops 
shot and wounded seven more Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip on 
Sunday amid mounting anger in the Arab 
World at Israel’s handling of the continuing 
anti-occupation protests. 


The Israeli army said it had 
fired on stone-throwing demon- 
strators in Fara refugee camp on 
the West Bank, wounding four 
Arabs. A fifth Palestinian was 
shot and wounded at Kabatiya in 
the West Bank and two more 
suffered injuries in the Gaza 
area. 

As the armv reported the latest 
clashes its figures were being 
questioned by an Israeli newspap- 


er which accused it of covering up 
the number of Palestinians killed 
by secretly burying bodies at 
night (See page 2). 

The Israeli cabinet met to hear 
a report on the violence, which 
has now spread to Arab Jeru- 
salem and Bethlehem, the birth- 
place of Jesus, a tourist attraction 
at Christmas. 

Liberal politicians including 
cabinet minister Ezer Weizman 






Palestinian protesters stone Israeli soldiers in Arab Jerusalem on Saturday and (right) Israeli troops stand in front of a bank that was 
wrecked in the Arab anti-occupation protests 


Thousands Iraqis thwart big Iranian 

vowrevenge 


on Israel 

SIDON. Lebanon (Agencies) — 
About 75.000 chanting protesters 
in the South Lebanon city of 
Sidon vowed on Sunday to take 
revenge on Israel for killing 
Palestinian demonstrators in the 
occupied territories. 

"Palestinians, mount your 
struggle and revolution against 
the occupiers," shouted the flag- 
waving Lebanese and Palestinian 
marchers. “With our blood and 
soul we sacrifice you, Palestine.” 

Blessed are those confronting 
the enemy with stones.” the crowd 
screamed, surging through Sidon 
as children shook their clenched 
fists. “We will not stop the strug- 
gle as long as we breathe." 

The march, which started at 
‘Ain Al Hilweh refugee camp 
near Sidon. was the largest in 
three days of anti- Israeli protests 
by Palestinians and Lebanese 
across Lebanon and its dozen 
refugee camps. 

Palestinian leaders and Sidon's 
Lebanese politicians led the 
march, which ended at a. mass 
grave for hundreds of people 
killed in Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon. 

Palestinian sources told Reu- 
ters scores of Palestinians had 
donated blood for residents of the 
occupied territories through the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross in Beirut. 

Shops, restaurants and other 
businesses were closed as demon- 
strators, waring Palestinian flags 
toured the streets of Sidon. 

“We shall escalate armed 
struggle until we liberate Jeru- 
salem and all other occupied 
Arab lands.” they shouted. 

In Kuwait, the daily newspaper 
Al Watan criticised the lack of 
any action by the United Stares to 
hah the violence. 

“We don’t understand the fai- 
lure of Israel’s protectors to do 
anything, even say a word conde- 
mning the abduction, siege and 
torture of an entire unarmed peo- 
ple in the occupied territories by 
Israel,” Al Watan newspaper 
said. 


attack on central front 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
said on Sunday it had thrown 
back a big Iranian offensive on 
the south-central war front, but 
diplomats said Baghdad expected 
more attacks in the next few 
weeks. 

A high command communique 
said the thrust, spearheaded by 
two brigades, was launched at 
10.45 p.m. (1945 GMT) on Satur- 
day and was repulsed after about 
12 hours of fighting. 

It said the Iranians, whose nor- 
mal brigade strength is about 
4,000 men, attacked in the 
Zubeidat marshland area about 
200 kilometres northeast of Bas- 
ra. The Iraqis stalled a major 
assault on their country's second 
city early this year. 

the Iranians, who were sup- 


ported by tanks, suffered heavy 
losses and very few were able to 
escape, the communique said. 

A Baghdad-based diplomat de- 
scribed the overnight raid as a 
test of Iraqi defences. 

Baghdad Television screened 
on Sunday night film of scores of 
Iranian corpses on the battleg- 
round. 

The bodies of several soldiers 
were shown lying in trenches or 
surrounded by barbed wire out- 
side. One injured Iranian was 
pictured on a stretcher. 

The commander of the Fourth 
Iraqi Army Corps, in a cable to 
President Saddam Hussein, said: 
“Hundreds of Iranian corpses are 
still linering the battlefield area.” 

Iran's Islamic Republic News 
Agency (IRNA) confirmed the 


fighting, but denied that Iranian 
army forces were involved. 

It said “Iranian Muslim com- 
batants," a reference to Revolu- 
tionary Guards, killed hundreds 
of Iraqi troops in a “blitz," a 
word Iran uses to describe hit- 
and-run raids. 

The Iraqi armed forces news- 
paper Al Qadissiya, quoted by 
IN A, ■'said Iraq’s soldiers were 
“determined to turn the criminal 
enemy's adventure into a final 
harvest of the rotten heads." 

Reports by both sides of the 
relatively small number of com- 
batants involved indicated this 
was not the long-heralded major 
offensive that Iran reportedly has 
been planning for months/ 

The Iranians have massed ab- 
out 370,000 troops. 


Saudi crown prince holds talks 
with Syrian leaders in Damascus 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — 
Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn 
Abdul Aziz of Saudi Arabia ar- 
rived Sunday from Baghdad on a 
visit apparently aimed at speed- 
ing process of normalisation of 
relations between Syria and Iraq 
after an eight-year strain. 

The Syrian Arab News Agency 
(SANA) said he was met at the 
airport by Syrian Vice President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam. The two 
men held talks immediately after 
Prince Abdullah's arrival, it said. 

Prince Abdullah flew in from 
Baghdad, where he met Saturday 
with Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein. 

Arab diplomats in Baghdad 
said the trip was aimed at giving a 
boost to efforts under way to end 
differences between Syria and 
Iraq. 

Before leaving for Damascus, 
he told the Iraqi News Agency 
that his talks with President Hus- 
sein were “fruitful, pleasant and 
forecast goodness for the Arab 
Nation.” 


Later on Sunday, Prince 
Abdullah met with’ President 
Hafez Al Assad and Vice-Presi- 
dent Khaddam to discuss the 
state of relations between Arab 
countries, and the Gulf war, 
among other topics, Damascus 
Radio said. 

After his talks with the prince, 
Mr. Khaddam apparently alluded 
to that reconciliation effort when 
he told reporters that he hoped to 
achieve “what we all wish for." 

“We should all work toward a 
better atmosphere in the Arab 
World, which will enable us to 
confront all the dangers that 
threaten the Arab World and 
especially those created by 
Israel," he said in remarks car- 
ried by the radio. 

Mr. Khaddam said although 
there was conflict between Iran 
and the Arab countries, that con- 
flict could and should be solved. 
One of Syria's arguments for its 
ties with Tehran is that it could 
act as a channel for peace con- 


tacts between Iran and the Arab 
.World. 

In a development related to 
Syrian- Iraqi differences, a case 
brought by Iraq against Syria for 
its 1982 closure of an Iraqi oil 
pipeline has been adjourned until 
next April by a judicial tribunal 
of the Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Countries (OAPEC). 

The Kuwait News Agency 
(KUNA) said Iraqi and Syrian 
lawyers presented their positions 
at a hearing on Saturday. 

Syria shut the pipeline, which 
links Iraq’s Kirkuk oilfields with 
the Mediterranean port of 
Baniyas, in 1981. 

The president of Syria's sup- 
reme constitutional court, Nasrat 
Haidar, told the tribunal the mat- 
ter was a political one outside its 
jurisdiction. 

Mr. Haidar said he hoped the 
case would be dropped soon, 
adding “the prevailing political 
winds between the two countries 
suggest this." 


of budget hailed as accomplishment 
for both Cabinet and Parliament 


challenged the Israeli army’s 
need to enter Palestinian refugee 
camps or to shoot demonstrators. 

“There are demonstrations 
elsewhere in the world... but 
there are no dead." he said, 
urging more use of non-lethal 
weapons such as rubber bullets 
and tear-gas. 

The 24-member cabinet re- 
jected a motion by Mr. Weizman 
to express regret over the casual- 
ties and send an emissary to 
Egypt, which has been highly 
critical about the army's use of 
force. 

Italy’s President Francesco 
Cossiga voiced concern about the 
situation in a meeting Sunday 
with Israeli President Chaim Her- 
zog. “As a friend, I feel an 
obligation to voice concern about 

(Continued on page 7) 



By a Staff Reporter r 


AMMAN — The passage on 
Saturday by the Lower House of 
Parliament of the 1988 fiscal 
budget was sealed only after a 
long" and sometimes heated de- 
bate. but it was the first time in 
almost 25 years that a govern- 
ment draft" budget srecelved a 
unanimous vote of ap'pToval by 
deputies. 

The Lower House’s approval 
by acclamation of the draft 
budget was viewed by deputies 
and analysts as an expression of 
the growing cooperation and clos- 
er coordination between the ex- 
ecutive and legislative branches 
of the government. 

According to deputies inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times on 
Saturday and Sunday, coopera- 
tion between the Cabinet and the 
Lower House started from the 
moment the draft budget was 
presented to Parliament” by Fi- 
nance Minister Hannah Odeh 
two weeks ago. The prime minis- 
ter and Cabinet members were 



Full text of Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifat's speech to the 
Lower House of Parliament 
on Saturday appears on 
page 5 

very responsive to deputies’ argu- 
ments and suggestions from the 
very beginning." noted Deputy 
Wahid Al Jaabari (Hebron), who 
is a member of the House’s 
financial Committee. “The com- 


mittee members were able to 
discuss all queries with the con- 
cerned ministers and head of de- 
partments." he said. 

In his reply to the committee's 
recommendations and observa- 
tions on Saturday, Prime Minister 
Zaid Rifai described the commit- 
tee's report as “detailed and full 
of analysis." According to Mr. 
jaabari, the committee this year 
had held very lengthy sessions 
and its discussions were “very 
serious." 

Deputy Farah Abu Jaber (Am- 
man) said rhat upon the commit- 
tee's request, a number of minis- 
ters and government officials 
attended the panel’s meetings, 
and thus all points were discussed 
with the concerned officials. 

In Mr. Jaabari's view, most 
points were clarified between the 
officials and the deputies during 
these meetings. He said that the 
ministers and officials who had 
attended some of the committee's 
meetings had listened to ail the 

(Continued on page 7) 


Upper House endorses 
supplement to 1987 budget 

Senate refers ‘88 budget to Financial Committee 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN - The Upper House 
of Parliament (Senate) met in an 
ordinary session on Sunday and 
endorsed by a majority vote 
several draft laws and amend- 
ments to legislation, including a 
JD 61.4 million supplement to the 
1987 national budget and referred 
to the Senate Financial Commit- 
tee the 1988 draft budget. 

During the session, the Senate 
also observed a minute of silence 
in memory of Palestinians killed 
by Israeli soldiers in the past 12 
days of Arab protests in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and several senators addres- 
sed the House denouncing the' 
Jewish state’s inhuman and atro- 
cious actions against the Arabs 
under its occupation. 

The JD 1.075 billion draft 
budget for 1988 that the Senate 
referred to its financial Commit- 


tee is expected to be discussed on 
the floor and endorsed by the 
House before the end of the’year. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment unanimously endorsed the 
budget on Saturday. It was for 
the first time in four years that 
the Lower House unanimously 
endorsed the annual budget. Pre- 
vious budgets were passed by the 
deputies with a majority vote and 
a number of abstentions. 

In their speeches on the situa- 
tion in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip during the session, senators 
echoed sentiments that were ex- 
pressed by several deputies on 
Saturday. 

Senators Hazem Nuseibeh and 
Walid Salah praised the Palesti- 
nian resistance against the Israeli 
occupation and denounced the 
occupation authorities' inhuman 
and atrocious actions against the 
Arabs. Mr. Nuseibeh and Mr. 
Salah also called on all Arab 
states and international organisa- 


France denies it plans to 
withdraw fleet from Gulf 


PARIS (AP) — President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand will visit Djibouti 
Tuesday and meet with officers 
on the aircraft carrier 
Clemenceau to show France’s 
continuing commitment in the 
Gulf region, the government said 
Sunday. 

The Foreign Ministry denied 
reports that French warships 
were to be withdrawn as part of 
an effort to improve relations 
with Iran. 

"The president's trip is a sym- 
bol," said a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman. “FrencB ships will 
remain in the Gulf region for the 
present.” 

The spokesman added that De- 
fence Minister Andre Giraud, re- 
sponding recently to questions in 
parliament about the presence of 
the French fleet," said that for 
now there is no reason to remove 
the ships." 

“Of course, it’s very expensive 
keeping these ships there," the 
spokesman said. “What will hap- 
pen in three, or four months I 
don’t know.” 

France maintains about 25 
ships and 6,000 men in the re- 
gion, about one-third of its naval 
force. In addition to escorting 
merchant vessels, the French 
fleet, known as Task Force 623, 
has been responsible for des- 
troying nine mines. 

Rumours of a withdrawal of 
the French fleet come on the 
heels of allegations that France 
and Iran have been negotiating a 


deal for the release of French 
hostages in Lebanon. 

Two French hostages were 
freed Nov. 27. 

On Dec. 8, France expelled 17 
people all said to be members or 
sympathisers of the Mujahedeen- 
e-Khalq of Iran, considered the 
top Iranian opposition group. 

The government denied the ex- 
pulsions were linked to the hostage 
release, but a flurry of reports in 
the French press speculated that 
the expulsions were part of a 
much larger deal with Tehran. 

Days after the two hostages 
were freed by their pro-Iranian 
captors. Iranian embassy em- 
ployee Wahid Gordji turned him- 
self in for questioning in connec- 
tion with a series of bombings in 
September 1986. 

Gordji, who took refuge at the 
Iranian embassy in July, had been 
at the centre of a dispute between 
France and Iran which led to a 
break in diplomatic relations Julv 
17. 

Foreign Minister Jean-Bemard 
Raimond said Gordji’s decision 
to turn himself in for questioning 
about the Paris bombings had 
created “a relative climate of 
confidence” between France and 
Iran. 

There was speculation in the 
French press that Gordji's release 
without charges also was part of 
the hostage deal. The plane that 
took him out of France was wait- 
ing on the airport runway during 
the interrogation. 


lions to support the Palestinian 
people's steadfastness. 

Dr. Nuseibeh said the Arabs 
were surprised by the outcome of 
ihe Dec. 7-11 Soviet-U.S. summit 
meeting since neither of the two 
superpowers gave the Arab- 
Israeli conflict due attention. 

“We had hopes that the histor- 
ic summit meeting would give 
some attention to tackling region- 
al issues. However, we were dis- 
tressed that the summit did not 
give attention to one of the 
world's most just causes (Pales- 
tine),” he said. 

He said that His Majesty King 
Hussein, chairman of the Nov. 
8-T1 extraordinary Arab summit 
held in Amman, would carry the 
views of the Arab Nation to the 
Soviet leaders when he starts his 
official visit to Moscow today. 
"Our leader will express the belief 
of the Arab people that the rights 

(Continued on page 7) 


Algiers hosts 
tripartite 
ta ks on 
Maghreb 
union 

ALGIERS (R) — The foreign 
ministers of Algeria, Mauritania 
and Tunisia met in Algiers on 
Sunday to discuss ways of making 
their treaty of fraternity and Con- 
corde the basis of unity among 
the five Maghreb states. 

Diplomats said the three would 
discuss the possibility of widening 
the pan to include Libya ana 
eventually Morocco too. 

The meeting came after 
months of intense diplomatic 
activity designed to achieve an 
old cream of a united Arab 
Maghreb by ending differences 
and” closing ranks among the re- 
gion’s five states. 

The tripartite treaty signed by 
Algeria. Tunisia and Mauritania 
in 1983 is basically a non-aggres- 
sion pact stressing economic 
cooperation as a first step to 
closer political unity. 

Arab diplomats said the minis- 
ters were also discussing an in- 
vitation to Libya which could join 
the pact after settling differences 
with Algeria and Tunisia. 

Algeria’s APS news agency re- 
ported that Algerian Prime 
Minister Abdul Hamid Brahimi 
had met Libya's Colonel Muam- 

(Continued on page 7) 







2 Home-Middle East news 




Jabalia becomes centre 
of resistance to Israel 


By Karin Laub 


The Associated Press 


JABALIA, Occupied Gaza Strip — The 
Jabalia Refugee Camp, the largest and most densely 
populated in the Gaza Strip, has become a centre of 
resistance against the Israeli occupation in the last 
two weeks of rioting and bloodshed. 


Residents, many of whom have 
lived in squalor for decades, say 
they have nothing left to lose by 
throwing stones at Israeli soldiers 
armed with submachine guns. 

“When my sons go outside to 
demonstrate. I'm afraid for them, 
but I’m not going to stop them," 
said Neama "Khalil Abu Sisi, 55, 
whose son, Hatem, 17. was killed 
in a clash with soldiers last week. 

About 30 camp youths con- 
fronted a dozen soldiers in a 
narrow dirt road Saturday, 
throwing stones from behind bar- 
ricades of burning tires and de- 
fiantly raising the Palestinian 
flag. ' 

The soldiers advanced slowly, 
bring shots in the air. The protes- 
ters retreated into narrow side 
alleys to regroup. 

Minutes later, soldiers dragged 
a Palestinian teen-ager into an 
army base inside the camp. The 
boy's mother followed a few 
yards behind, shouting at the 
soldiers. 

“Camp residents compose the 
bulk of the resistance (to the 
occupation), and the Jabalia 
camp is more militant than any 
other place,” said Faez Abu 
Rahme, a prominent Palestinian 
lawyer. 

There are two main reasons for 
the rising tensions in Jabalia, two 
miles (tffree kilometres) north of 
Gaza City and home to 55.000 


refugees: It is the most densely 
populated of the eight refugee 
camps in the Gaza Strip, and it is 
the only one to have an army base 
within its boundaries. 

The camp was set up in 194$. 
and the stone huts built at the 
time by the United Nations as 
temporary shelters have long 
since turned into permanent 
housing. 

A stagnant, reeking pool sur- 
rounded by rusted car wrecks 
forms the camp’s centre. Next to 
the pool is the army base from 
which belmeted soldiers emerge 


periodically to patrol the narrow 
dirt roads on toot or in jeeps. 


dirt roads on foot or in jeeps. 

During a recent visit, toddlers, 
their eyes covered by flies, 
played amid the open sewage, 
and goats tore pieces of garbage 
from an overflowing dumpster 
sitting in a main intersection. 

A camp doctor who spoke on 
condition of anonymity said resi- 
dents haul drinking water from 
three wells contaminated by sew- 
age, and that there was an 
epidemic of parasitic diseases, 
including intestinal worms. Four 
doctors see 400 to 500 patj'euts 
every day. he said. 

Camp residents live in crowded 
conditions. In the home of 
Mohammed Yousef Abu Sisi, 
father of the youth who was killed 
last week, 13 people share four- 
3(Vsquare-foot rooms. 


Mrs. Abu Sisi and her two 
daughters-in-law must wait their, 
turn to cook for their families on 
a single-flame stove. 

There is little employment in 
the Gaza Strip, and the majority 
of the men get up before dawn 
every morning to travel to Israel 
to dig ditches, lay bricks or prune 
trees. About 60,000 members of 
the Gaza Strip’s 100, 000-strong 
labour force work in Israel. 

Abu Sisi, 5S, works as a stone- 
cutter in the Israeli coastal city of 
Ashkelon, earning $19 a day. His 
son, Ghazi, 31. who holds a 
degree in accounting from Cairo 
University, is a day labourer in 
Tel Aviv. 

Asked whether after the death 
of his son he had considered 
quitting his job in Israel, Abu Sisi 
shrugged and said: “How are we 
going to eat?" 

Jabalia has been the site of 
daily violent clashes since Dec. S 
when an Israeli truck slammed 
into two vans carrying workers 
from Gaza. Four Gazans were 
killed, including two people from 
Jabalia. 

Rumours spread through the 
camp that the truck driver stnick 
the vans intentionally to avenge 
the stabbing death of an Israeli 
businessman in Gaza City three 
days earlier. 

la response, hundreds of Jaba- 
lia residents staged a protest near 
the camp's pool, throwing stones 
at soldiers who responded with 
gunfire and killed two residents. 

The clashes at JahaJia sparked 
12 straight days of violent pro- 
tests in 'the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. At least 20 peo- 
ple have been killed and more 
than 100 injured, according to 
Arab sources. The army put the 
death toll at 15. 



Beirut’s Martyrs’ Square destroyed by war 

» ” . .i . o ... .’c rannn 


Elias Freu 

Bethlehem 


mayor says 
Christmas 


will be 


joyless 


By Peter Smerdon 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — In the ruined heart- 
land of Lebanon's capital, 17- 
year-old Elias put his U.S.-made 
M-14 rifle to one side and 
squinted at the faded postcard of 
Beirut. He peered for several 
minutes before smiling. 

“It’s the Rivoli Cinema,” the 
militiaman said quietly, awed by 
the postcard view of Martyrs* 
Square in 1960s peace with its 
busy shops, open-air cafes, traffic 
jams and lush palm trees. 

A lull in one sector of the 
combat which has for so long 
racked his country gave Elias a 
chance to look around. 

“And there it still is,” be 
shouted triumphantly but mis- 
takenly, pointing not at the now- 
charred picture palace at the 
other end of the square but at the 
shell-blasted Nadi A1 Shark office 
building. 


Elias, five-years-old when 
Lebanon's civil war started, could 
no longer recognise the land- 
marks of Martyrs' Square. 

Once the traditional centre of 
Lebanon’s cosmopolitan life, the 
Ottoman-style square is now 
home only to rats, a few cats, 
fewer birds and young guards 
from the Falangist Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia. 


, dug in on its south west area’s renowned brothel bew" '||j0 
it is now an arena for the war. Us verandah colSj] 


tiamen aug m on 
comer, it is now an arena for 
Falangist and opposition snipers 
even in a period of relative calm. 

All six LF guards were finally 
needed to locate, with much 
shouted argument, where the 
downtown’s wrecked landmarks 

lay. , . „ 

“Ifs changed a lot, hasn t it. 


chipped away to breaking^ 1 ‘ 

by attack and counter-attack j ' r 
A wasteland of trenches Jfii' 
barricades — formed of htik 
shipping containers and a bus-' -•*' 
'obliterates the spot where th ■ 
bandstand stood on a pleas® 


grassy area in the square centa 
Tired of spotting the sights, ft 


But in the minds of many older 
residents, the square at the sea- 


Israeli paper accuses army of playing 


down death toll in Palestinian protests 


TEL AVIV (R) — An Israeli 
newspaper accused the army on 
Sunday of playing down the num- 
ber of" Palestinians killed in pro- 
tests in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip, saying the total 
was at least 25 compared with the 
army’s figure of 15. 

The left-wing newspaper Al 
Hamishmar said it learned from 
military sources and soldiers on 
reserve duty that at least 25 were 
killed in the 12 days of unrest. 

“Reserve soldiers who served 
in Gaza said the army policy in 
recent days was to gain control 
over a dead body 3nd bury it in 
the darkness of night,” the'news- 
paper said. 

“According to their testimony, 
a number of deaths were not 
included in official announce- 
ments and there are many de- 
ficiencies surrounding the care of 
bodies and funerals.” 

An army spokeswoman said in 


a statement to Reuters: “The 
Israeli (army) as a rule investigate 
every case of death. However, 
because of the intensity of events 
in the territories, we are unable 
to pinpoint the cause of every 
death that is investigated.” 

Checking with hospitals, fami- 
lies, the army and U.N. relief 
officials, Reuters has verified a 
death toil of at least 16. 

The army spokeswoman gave a 
figure of 16 on Friday but later 
withdrew it. 

The Palestine Press Service, 
which supports the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO), 
has published a list of names of 21 
protesters it says have been killed 
since the riots began on Dec. 9. 

It includes a 17-year-old girl 
who died at a funeral, apparently 
of a heart attack, and a demon- 
strator hit by a car in an accident. 

PLO headquarters in Baghdad 
issued a death toll of 49. 


In spite of repeated requests 
the army was still unable on 
Sunday to give a list of names of 
the people it acknowledges were 
killed, making verification im- 
possible. 


Libya accused 
of violating 
Chad ceasefire 


LONDON (R) — N’Djamena 
Radio said on Saturday Libyan 


Air Force planes had flown over 
northern Chad four times in the 


last three days, breaking a cease- 
fire established by the Organisa- 
tion of African Unity (OAU) 
three months ago. 

The radio, monitored by the 
British Broadcasting Corpora- 
tion, accused Libya of continuing 
its “warlike policy against 
Chad.'" 


TEL AVIV (R) — Bethlehem 
Mayor Elias Freij said on Sunday 
his city would celebrate the birth 
of Jesus on Christmas this year as 
in the past despite 11 days of riots' 
in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

“We will keep our Christmas 
celebrations according to pro- 
tocol, according to our traditions, 
and I will never mix religions with 
politics,'’ the Christian mayor of 
the West Bank town told repor- 
ters. 

But he said: “This is going to 
be a joyless Christmas.” 

Palestinian activists have tried 
to persuade Mr. Freij to cancel all 
but a minimum of ceremonies 
after soldiers killed at least 16 
anti-Israeli Arab demonstrators 
in riots that erupted on Dec. 9. 

The activists said the mayor 
refused to sacrifice the big busi- 
ness Christian pilgrims brought 
the town, occupied by Israel since 
the 1967 Middle East war. 

In Jerusalem, an Israeli tour- 
ism ministry spokeswoman, 
asked about the impact the vio- 
lence had on pilgrims, told Reu- 
ters: “At this moment there is no 
effect on tourists who are coming. 
There are no cancellations.” 

Ceremonies begin on Christ- 
mas Eve with the arrival in Man- 
ger Square of the Latin patriarch 
for the Holy Land. They reach 
their climax with a midnight mass 
in St. Catherine’s Basilica, new 
to the Church of the Nativity over 
Jesus’s traditional birthplace. 

“Christmas is special in Beth- 
lehem. And the whole world, 
throughout the world, today and 
this week and next week will be 
looking toward Bethlehem," Mr. 
Freij said. 

Last December, Israel sent in 
troop reinforcements to guard the 
holy sites and patrol narrow cob- 
blestone alleyways after four 
West Bank Palestinians were kil- 
led in what was then the worst 
anti-Israeli violence for years. 

Bethlehem municipality says 
Muslims this year for the first 
time outnumber Christians in the 
city. 


N. Yemeni 

president 

inUAE 


side end of the five-mile (eight- 
kilometre) “green line” battle 
zone dividing Beirut since 1975, 
remains the heart and soul of 
their capital. 

Elias never visited the Rivoli 
before stirrings of war cut short 
• its screenings, closed bars, 
offices and brothels and blew out 
the glitzy neon advertising signs. 

“Its fame was our greatness,” 
said a former resident, who aban- 
doned his barbers' shop in the 
square. “Thousands from all over 
the world came there. But who 
would want to go there now?” 

Named after 16 rebels against 
Ottoman rule who were hanged 


Elias said. T * ucu signts, ft 

The colour postcards of the LF gunmen returned to diggjag 
sauare remain on sale in a few foundation for yet another sane 
Beirut shops because tourists bagged wall to keep out bot 
vanished as fast as peace did. winter cold and bullets. 

The Rivoli still stands but, like At their post, a tiled fon^ 
all its neighbours, every inch of hotel room with two walls bkae 
its facade has been pounded by out. other militiamen lounge q 
the square’s Lebanese Falangist, seats taken from the area 1 


Lebanese opposition, Syrian and dozensofshot-up and abandon 


Palestinian conquerors. 

The shops ana cafes are dusty , 
shell-blasted caverns, the offices 
and hotels ransacked edifices, the 
■road is smothered by barricades 
and the palms have been pruned 
to stumps by years of flying gun- 
fire. 

StiU dominating the square is 
the graceful Ottoman-built gen- 
dannarie, but it is a skeleton 
smashed by rocket and shell. 

In front is a bronzed bullet- 
riddled statue of a woman, hold- 
ing a flaming torch aloft as she 
shields a young man. 

Behind the gendarmarie looms 
the Share’ AI Mutanabi. the 


there on May 6, 1916, the square- 
bv dav throbbed as Beirut’s busi- 


ABU DHABI (R) — North Ye- 
men's President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh arrived on Sunday for a 
three-day official visit, bis third to 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). 

j He will have talks with Presi- 
dent Sheikh Zaid Ibn Sultan Ai 


by day throbbed as Beirut’s busi- 
ness centre and each night as a 
famed rendezvous. 

But then the war qjrived. 

With Syrian troops and pro- 
Syrian Shi’ite Muslim Amal miii- 


cars. The 


Ihe group 

Joseph, at £ a veterar 
combs his moustache. 


ip s commands 

veteran, carefofl 


As if to make small amends fc 
the past — but actually to mat 
their post more habitable - 
fighters have built a new oui£ 
wall. 

“We sleep behind there j 
night if it’s quiet,” said Elie, a 
l£year-old, stepping back prow 
ly to display the white-painte 
wail and at its foot a nano 
flowerbed. 

But the row of prnple flower 
freshly planted in a shallow mi 
of too much sandbag sand an 
too little soil, were dying. 


Nahyan on the Iran-Iraq war, 
Arab issues, and bilateral ties. 


Arab issues, and bilateral ties, 
the official Emirates' News Agen- 
cy (WAM) said. 

He was met at the airport by 
Sheikh Zaid, who visitea Sanaa 
last year to inaugurate the $90' 
million Mareb Dam which he 
financed. 


U.S. battleship gives experimental 
drones on-the-job training in Gulf 


EDITOR'S NOTE: The following dispatch was filed by John H. 
Cushman Jr. of the New York Times, a member of the News Media 
Pool covering U.S. naval activities in the Persian Gulf. Filed on 
Wednesday, it was released by the Pentagon on Saturday. 


ABOARD THE U.S.S. IOWA 
IN THE ARABIAN SEA (AP) 
_ , — Fellow officers sometimes call 

Iran SGTIOS Lt.-Cmdr. Dana N. Griffin the 

battleship Iowa’s “cag” — an 

message to Gulf 

A foK olnfAc directs an aircraft carrier’s fighter 


said Griffin. 
The Iowa's 


Arab states 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Khamenei has sent a 
message to Gulf Arab leaders 
calling for the withdrawal of all 


foreign forces from the region, 
the Iranian News Agency IRNA 


reported; 

A senior Iranian Foreign 
.Ministry 'official, .Mohammad 
Hussein Lavasani, delivered Mr. 
Khamenei’s message to the rulers 
of Qatar and Bahrain on 
Saturday. 

IRNA, monitored in Nicosia, 
said Mr. Lavasani told officials in 
Qatar that Iran would continue 


its seven-year war wiih Iraq until 
“the aggressor is punished.” 


“the aggressor is punished.” 

Another Iranian envoy, Hus- 
sein Sadiqi, met Oman’s Minis- 
ter of State for Foreign Affairs, 
Youssef Ibn Alawi Ibn Abdullah, 
on Saturday. 

Mr. Alawi later left for Syria, 
Iran's main supporter in the Arab 
World, to discuss the situation in 
the Gulf, the Omani News Agen- 
cy said. 


jet squadrons. 

But the only aircraft under 
Griffin's control are eight small, 
unmanned drones that can be 
launched from the deck of this 
World War H-vintage battleship 
and retrieved in nets hoisted 
above the ship's heavily 
armoured deck. 

For the past year, the Iowa has 
been experimenting with the re- 
motely piloted vehicles, or RPVs, 
which really are little more than 
moden airplanes designed to car- 
ry cameras aloft for a few hours at 
a time. 

Early this month, when the 
Iowa arrived outside the Strait of 
Hormuz to join a battle group 
protecting convoys of tankers 
through the Iran-Iraq var zone, it 
opened a new chapter in naval 
tactics by becoming the first navy 
vessel to carry such robotic air- 
craft into an actual theater of 
operations. 

“They’re basically giving the 
ship back the capability she had 
when she had spotter aircraft.” 


Military leaders, contemplatm! 
how the various .American fora . 
in the Gulf region might be user 
have been concerned about-'.' 
pilot falling into Iranian hand: 

t -.nin'c The drone aircraft helps allev - 

18-toh guns, smaller^guns and «e this conwra, just m an aiE .. 

hearts to ESS 

bonCXen v“ss=Mn to ! he in RP ^® e 0 " 

Israel used RPVs to locate a 

The remotely piloted vehicles A* 1 

give to behemoth eyes, flying far before toy could be used. 

from the Iowa spotting targets for It was Israel that suggested it 

the big guns and determining navy adopt the system. Ew 
whether they have been hit and since, the navy has been tesla, 
destroyed. and adapting the vehicle to mal 

With the RPVs, there is no il suitable on ship, 
need to send manned aircraft into *>We are doing all the deveta 
the teeth of anti-aircraft batteries ment W ork on the RFV ij" 
for a look around. The robot here.” said the Iowa's skip j* ’ 
aircraft carry cameras capable of Capt. Larry Seaquist. who i 
working in daylight or darkness repu tation as a naval strai 
and can transmit thepictures live »We fly nearly every day < 
to the ship, where officers control g ve days a week.” 
tim flight protected by a foot of A pool of journalists , 

In 19b, when the Iowa’s sister 
ship New Jersey was stationed off * J? 
the coast of Lebanon, aircraft J. hSnrenn IL» loma in 
carriers had to put planes aloft to !* ° . _ nmm ’j 

aid the bombardments of Druse 
militia units that were shelling 
Marines in their compound at the 5 ^ 

Beirut airport. Under rules govern 

An American pilot, Lt. Robert press pool, reporters 
Goodman, was shot down and given information about' 
captured over a Syrian-controlled operations and their reps 
area of Lebanon while on a recon- screened by military ofS 


reputation as a naval sirs 
“We fly nearly every day 
five days a week.” 

A pool of journalists • 
aspects of American o 
in this region on behalf < 
ican news organisations 
few hours on the Iowa, in 
ing senior command 
watching a demonstratio: 
ship's huge guns at wot 

Under rules govern 
press pool, reporters 
given information about’ 
operations and their reps 
screened by military ofG 


°BMC 


naissance mission with another' prevent disclosure of 


diet 


pilot who was killed. 


information. 


TV & RADIO 


asm i 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


FOR THE TRAVELLER I USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: Trim- in 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

15:50 Programme review 

15:55 Cartoons and children program- 
me* 

10:45 Jouinctsto Arc 

17:10 JackHalMm 

17:40 PhtMC-»n Action 

IS: JO Arabic series 

10:10 Local programme 

I9.-40 Programme te'icw 

20:90 . Nvw* in Arabic 

20:40 Arabic Scries 

21:30 Local programme i Studio of An I 

22:10 . . Arab doctors 

11:00 .... News Summjrv in Arabic 

23:10 C1i>sedown 


21:05 Evening Show Ccntd. 

22:00 News Summary 

22:05 Evening Show Continued 

11:00 News Summary 

1^:05 Evening Show Continued 

24:00 Clow Down 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


Martyrs* Memorial (Military 
Museum i: Collection of milinirv 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 


Revolt of I*>16. Sports City. Amman. 
Qocninc hours d.ui) a.m.-UY! o.m. 


BBC WORLD SERVICE 


ft.W. 73). u:; KH; 


ft " Document" — an exhibition at 
the Goethe insiiluic i until Dec. 23) 


nine hours ‘LUO a.m.'-i.OO p.m. 
ed 'Salty days. Tel. 6M240. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Hk20 Vienna (IA 

13:45 Bahrain (GF 

14:00 Tripoli (add. )(LN 

15:00 Kuwait (KU 

20.-J5 Baghdad ff A) 

•1:30 “Paris (AFj 


EMERGENCIES 


NIGHT DUTY ^ 


n| h 


Amman governors le 891228 

Amman Civil Defence 19S. 199 

Civil Defence lrbid .... 271293.273131 

Civil Defence Quweismch 770733 

Civil Defence Dcir Alla 5730ft 

Ambulance 193.775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade.... 198 

■First aid 630341 

Blood Bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661 111 

Fire headquarters 022090-3 

Police rescue 192.621111. u37777 

Police headquarters 6JOf4f 

Traffic police 896390/1 

Elect ric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complainLs 77] 125/8 
Queen Alia Inil. Airport (08)53330/60 


PROGRAMME TWO 
18:00 “Lciwuc de Laiekr" Part 2 i»f J 
documentary on Napoleon 

Bonaparte 

19:00 New sui French 

19:15 . ttVeUy 5f*<rt mjcinne I French! 
19:30 News in Hebrew 

19:45 Varieties 

20:00 'New- m Arabic 

20:30 Kale jnd Allic 

21:00 Communications 

21:10 Falcon CrcM 

22:00 New > in English 

22:20 A Killing on the Evchance (new 
mini series) 


RADIO JORDAN 

A’.v KHc. AM S: MHz. FSt 


06:00 Newsdcsk 06:30 Chnsimus wiih 
ihc Ravages 06;45 Reflections 0&50 
Waveguide 07:00 World News 07:69 24 
Hour-. News Summarv 07:30 Film of 
the Book 07:45 Rccordineof the Week 
0S:0Q NcukIcvI: 08:30 Questions of 
Faith 09:00 World News 09:09 24 
Hours. News Summarv 09:30 Lcarninu 
the Lingo 10:00 World News 10:09 
Reflections 10:15 Christmas with the 
Savages 10 JO From the Proms 11:00 
News Summarv. Film of the Book 
11:09 British Press Review 11:15 Good 
Books 1 1:30 Financial News; Sports 
Roundup 11:45 Peebles' Choice 12:00 
News Summary; Questions of Failh 
J2i30 The Vintage Chan Show 13:00 
World News 13:09 News About Britain 
13:15 Tech Talk 13:30 Album Time 
14:00 Radio Newsreel 14:15 My Music 
14:45 Sports Round-un 15:00 World 
Ncw> 15:09 24 Hours: News Summarv 
15:30 Anything Goes 16:00 New? Sum- 
mare: Outlook 16:15 Film of the Week 
16:45 The Man of Property 17:00 
Radio Newsreel 17:09 Commentary 
17:15 Questions of Fdith 17 JO Music 
tor a While 17:415 A Mozart Miscellany 
18:00 World News 18:09 Commentari 


ft “Sun” painting bv Hana Saudi at 
4:00 p.m.. at Abduf Hamid Shoman 
Foundation (until Dec. 25j 


The Amman Linos Chib. Meetings 
even: firs! and third Wednesdav at the 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian {RJ ) information 'depart- 
ment at the Queen Alia international 
Airport Tel. f OS) 532tXJ-5. where it 
should alwavs tv wrilied. 


PRAYER TIMES 


■ft An an exhibition by Samir Mashch 
at the Spanish Cultural Centre - Jabal 
Amman (until Dec. 31). 


Rcgencv Palace Hold. 7:3(1 p.m. 


Lions Philadelphia Chib. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30' p.m. 


* An an exhibition entitled "The 
Architect ol Mamluk Jerusalem" at the 
Jordan National Gallerv of Fine Arts 
m cooperation with the British Council 
(until Dec. 30). 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.0u 


FILMS 


at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.00 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Club. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 810534. 
817534. 


Aqaba (RJ) 

Lamaca(RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

Muscat. Dubai t RJ l 

Sana'a. Jeddah (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (RJ) 
Kuwait (RJ) 


05:05 

06:29 

11:34 

14:17 

(6:38 

18:03 


Fa/r 

t Sunrise I Duha 

Dhuhr 

'Am 

Maghreb 

'Isha 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Munther Ai Oreini 

Dr. Issa Abu Haidar 

Dr. Suleiman Al Khayyat — J 

Dr. Basin) AI Qadri 

Firas pharmacy 

Ferdows pharmacy --4 

Al Ascma pharmacy 7j 

Nairoukh pharmacy 

Al Salam pharmacy — 1 


TAXIS: 

Kayyaii raxi 

Taxinataxi 

Tamer taxi 

Raghdan taxi /• 

Raqabtaxi 

Sayel taxi 


WEATHER 


HOSPITALS 


1*45 Cairo (RJ) 

17:35 New York. Vienna (RJ) 

17:55 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

NW5 Bangkok (RJ) 

2- ,: 55 Baghdad ( RJ) 


* Feature film "While Christmas" at 
7:00 p.m. at the American Centre. 


CHURCHES 


ft "Lorca” Spanuh film at J.Jti p.m. ar 
die Spanish Culiurat Centre. 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


it- panls on 9y<0 KHz. SW 
Tel: 7741/1-10 


18:15 Turning Point 1 8 JO The A-Z of 
Hollvwood 19:15 From (he Proms 


beht Music 

Newsdesk 

...... Morning Show 

. ... News Summary 

Jusi a Minute 


19:30 New Ideas 19:40 Book Choice 
19:50 Sports Round-up 20:00 News- 
desk 20:30 Mult it rack 1 21:00 News 
Summarv; Outiook 2JJ9 Stock Mar- 
kel Report 21:45 Peebles" Choice 22:15 
A Future for the Paw 23:00 News 
Summary; Network UK 23:15 Tumin 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Td. t>610267 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre library 641520 

British Council ’ 6jft|47/8 

French Cultural Centre 637Wi 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Cultural Centre 6442U3 


Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Hava Arts Centre 665J95 

Hussein Youth Citv 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.a 664151 

Amman Municipal Library 637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 


News Summary 

Pop Session 

News summary 

Pop Session Conto. 

News Bulletin 

Piano Magic 

Concert Hour 

... NcwsSummaiy 

Instrumentals 

Old Favourites 

Youne Sound 




Personal Look at Remembrance 90:30 
Multitrack 1 01:15 On Ihe Road 01:30 
Tell Me. Mr. Smith 


MUSEUMS 


VOICE OF AMERICA 


MW 1X0 SW TXXk Wtf. U740. 
nw and is: IU Hz 


“Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum" Fun and knowledge for all 


sees, plus a small planetarium at the 
Hava Arts Centre. Open all week Q;00 


PopScssion 

News Summary 

. .. Sports Roundup 

Music 

News Desk 

Date « ilh a Star 

Evening Show 

News Summary 


Hava Arts Centre. Open all week 9;00 
06:00 News 06:10 Newsline 06:30 VGA a.ni. -1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. • 6:00 

Mormnc 07:00 News 07:10 Newsline P m - Closed on Friday. 


Morning 07:00 News 07;10 Newsline 
07 JO VGA Mormnc 16:00 News 16:10 


Newsline 16:30 Music USA |7:00 
News 17:10 Fneiis 17:30 Special En- 


p.m. Closed on Friday. 

Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 


f lish News & Features 18:00 News 
8:10 Newsline 18:30 M.irAjint' Shiny 


18: JO Newsline 18:30 Nl.ira/ine Shuw 
19HM News 19:io Focus (9:30 Special 
English New.-. Features 20:00 


timics over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jcrash (4th to Ifkh 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, Am- 


man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 


Jordan Archaettiotpcal Museum: Has 


St. Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luwcibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salk Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, Tel. 661757. 
Teira&ania Church (Roman Catholic). 

Jabal Luwcibdch. mass in Italian lan- 
guage. meet every Saturday at 5i3H 
p m Tel: 622366 

Church of the Annunciation (Greek 
Orthodox) Abduli. Tel. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Td 625383. 
chaplain's residence lei. 601359. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafieh. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ash ra- 
tio h. Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephraim Church (Svnan Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman International Church (Inter- 
denominational): meets ai Southern 
Baptist School in Shmcisani, Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. H. 
Smir 811295. 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) 
fnlcrdcnominational-ccumemal En- 
glish Service: Salurday 6:3U p.m. Tel. 
822605, Rev. Veil. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) Tel. 815817. 
82f264 


Bulletin supplied bv the Department of 
Meteorology. 


OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


.. Sana'a (LHl 
Baghdad (IA j 
.... Cairo (MS) 


Cairo (MS) 

Muscat. Bahrain (GF) 
... Tripoli (add. )(LNl 


It will be cloudy to cloudy. wiLh 
chances for scattered showers' associ- 
ated with thunder activities al times. A 
“ r ,PP ‘ n . remperaiure is expected. 
Winds will be southwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, it mil be partly ctoudv, with 
chances for thundershowers. "Winds 
will be southerly moderate and rough 


Kuwait (KU 
. Beirut (ME 


Vienna (IA) 

Baghdad (AF) 


Min./max. temp. 

Amman..... 7 Ml 

Aqaba 12 1 17 

Deserts 6 / 12 

Jordan Valley 11/19 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN FLIGHTS 
(Terminal 1) 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Miflidi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akueh Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

I? Amman Maternity 642362 

MaJhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 654171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital hf>9131 

University Hospiiai 845845 

Af-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 6ft6127/37 

Ai-Ahli Abdali 6M 164/6 

llalran. Al-Muftajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 775111/26 

Army. Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alta Hospital 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 


1RBID: 

Dr. AtalJah Nascr 
Sharaa' pharmacy 


jfcjS 

11:00 .... Amslcrdam. New York (RJ) 
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Health Ministry allocates 
JD 10 million for medical 
centre at Irbid university 


By Abdullah Nsour 

SpedaJ to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Health Minister 
Zaid Hamzeh said Sunday that 
the Ministry of Health had allo- 
cated JD 10 million for invest- 
ment in the King Abdullah 
Medical Centre at the campus of 
the Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) in Irbid. 
He said that work on the designs 
for the project was expected to be 
completed early next year before 
a tender will be announced for 
civil works. 

Dr. Hamzeh, commenting on 
remarks by Parliament members 
at Saturday’s Lower House ses- 
sion on health services in the 
Kingdom, said that the Ministry 
of Health was going ahead with 
projects which, among others, 
include the Prince Hamzeh Hos- 
pital in Amman. This hospital, he 
said, will be the second to be 
owned by the Ministry of Health 
in the capital after the 30-year-old 
AJ Bashir Hospital. 

“This is, in addition to the 
Jordan University Hospital, 
which was set up by the Ministry 
of Health before it was turned 
over to the University of Jor- 
dan,” Dr. Hamzeh noted. 


He said the designs and docu- 
ments for the Prince Hamzeh 
Hospital were ready and a tender 
for its construction at the cost of 
JD 15 million would be 
announced soon. 

Dr. Hamzeh noted that the 
hospital would be financed 
through a loan from the Italian 
government but said the ministry 
would first embark on the infras- 
tructure before turning over the 
project to the Italians to carry it 
out. The designs were earlier 
referred to the ministry which 
introduced amendments to them 
before they were sent back to 
Italy and the Italian government 
has promised to dispatch the de- 
signs so the initial work can be- 
gin, the minister said. 

On remarks by Parliament 
deputies about the need for a 
nursing college in Karak Gov- 
emorate. the minister said that 
the ministry was keen on estab- 
lishing nursing colleges in various 
govemorates but the ministry 
needs first to secure sufficient 
numbers of staff for training. For 
this purpose the Ministry of 
Health has embarked on setting 
up a nursing training college to 
turn out female nursing instruc- 
tors in Amman* 


Seminar on journalism calls for national media strategy 
to convey the truthful image of Jordan to outside 

Two-day meeting ends with recommendation that unemployed media 
graduates be enrolled by JPA and absorbed by various local organisations 


By Elia Nasrallah and Nermeen Murad 

AMMAN — A two-day seminar on problems facing 
journalists in Jordan has called for an amendment to 
the Press and Publication Law and the Jordan Press 
Association (JPA) statute to accommodate new jour- 
nalism graduates as supporting members while 
protecting the rights of its current members. 


The seminar also called for ado en< \ of the 

pting a national strategy on com- del.berat.ons, also prop- 

munications which would- reflect ***** th,' 

Jordan's centrist policies and ^ art f r K f ontain -*J 1 U S e 
h. „ IT" JPA statute be considered the 


in Jordan. 

Professionalising journalism 
and mass communications at 
large was also recommended as 
well as a call was made on the 
Ministry of Education to inte- 
grate media studies in secondary 
schools and school radio stations. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan who attended Sun- 
day's morning session of the 
seminar, stressed the need for the 
information media, in their 


would be a bridge connecting 
Jordan with the rest of the world 
with special emphasis on Jorda- 
nians living outside the country. 

It also called for laying the 
foundation for integrated policies 
that can control, "conduct and 
guide information services in the 
country to ensure credible jour- 
nalistic practices that can counter 
foreign media campaigns. 

The seminar, issuing recom- 


osed that the “Journalism Hon-’ capacity as developmental tools, 
our Charter” contained in the to concentrate efforts on creating 
JPA stature h« considered the more skilled and trained man- 


Hamzeh affirms commitment to support 
Centre for Environmental Health Activities 


constitution for journalism in 
Jordan. 

Among the recommendations 
was also a call on the Ministry of 
Labour to refrain from issuing 
work permits to non-Jordanians 
applying for a media job in Jor- 
dan without approval by the JPA. 

The seminar called on the va- 
rious media organisations in Jor- 
dan. including the newspapers, to 
employ some of the unemployed 
'journalism graduates in the 


power which can interact and 
deal with technological develop- 
ments in the field of communica- 
tions. 

Prince Hassan noted that 
“freedom of the press in Jordan is 
comparatively broad" when com- 
pared with many other countries. 
But, he said, Jordanian journal- 
ists “have failed to utilise this 
margin of freedom towards be- 
nefitting mass media within the 
framework of Jordan's policies 
which advocate centricism and 


country. wnicn aavocate cenrncism ana 

A united effort from journal-, responsible freedom.” 
ism colleges, the Ministry of In- He added that Article 15 of the 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Am- 
, man-based regional Centre for 
Environmental Health Activities 
(CEHA) Sunday opened a meet- 
ing to discuss programmes for the 
1988-1989 period and to look into 
the prospect of establishing an 
information network. 

Health Minister Zaid Hamzeh 
addressed the opening session 
saying that his ministry provides 
due care and support for the 
centre and its activities, especially 
in issues pertaining to water, 
sanitation, disposal of waste, 
curbing pollution in food and 
housing and other fields. 

These activities, he said, are 
part of the primary health care 
which the ministiy is trying hard 


to ensure for all citizens by the 
year 2000. 

Stringent measures taken by 
the Ministry of Health to govern 
the recycling of used oil products 
in bakeries were vital so as to 
prevent any contamination of 
Bread, the minister said noting 
that the ministry closes down any 
bakery which uses such oils in its 
operations. 

He said that the centre has a 
major role to play in combating 
the pollution resulting from waste 
and dangerous chemicals and that 
the ministry will continue to sup- 
port the centre’s research prog- 
rammes in this respect. 

A representative of the direc- 


tor of the regional office of the 
World Health Organisation, 
which co-sponsored the meeting. 


ism colleges, the Ministry of In- 
formation and the JPA was 
necessary towards creating train- 
ing centres for mass communica- 
tion graduates, the seminar’s re- 


outlined the various activities of commendations said. 


the centre and said that the centre 
is considered as the WHO's tech- 
nical arm for the implementation 
of programmes dealing with pot- 
able water, sanitation, environ- 
mental, housing and combating 
pollution especially in food ana 
drinking water. 

Dr. Mohammad Islam Sheikh, 
chief of CEHA head office in 
Alexandria, Egypt attended the 
three-day meeting along with par- 
ticipants from Jordan, Palestine, 
Saudi Arabia and Sudan as well 
as the WHO's regional office. 


The role of public relations as 
“an integral part of the media and 
mass communications process 
and as an indication of economic 
and cultural supremacy” was 
stressed through a recommenda- 
tion. It called for raising aware- 
ness of the importance of this role 
among owners and managers of 
private companies and institu- 
tions to allow for the creation of 
more effective public relations 
departments which could in turn 
absorb more media graduates. 

Establishing a journalism in- 
formation centre for studies and 
research was cited as a basic need 


regulations and instructions gov- - tures has naturally led to the 
eming dealings with the infonna- increase in the number of stu- 


Constitution ensures freedom of 
opinion which could be man- 
ifested in all means of expression 
provided that such freedom is 
confined to the limits of law. 

“Philosophers throughout his- 
tory maintained that freedom 
should be closely associated with 
responsibility. Otherwise it would 
be a means of sabotage.” said 
Prince Hassan. He pointed out 
that the margins of freedom avail- 
able in Jordan in the field of mass 
communication are represented 
in three laws: the Press and Pub- 
lication Law of 1973. the 1971 law 
on protecting documents and 
stale secret and the 1951 law on 
censorship of movie pictures. 

Prince Hassan called for the 
adoption of a national policy on 
communications incorporating 


tion and press sectors within the 
framework of law. 

He also called for laying the 
foundation for integrated policies 
that can control, conduct and 
guide information services in the 
country to ensure their service as 
instruments contributing to de- 
velopment process. 

Prince Hassan remarked that 
work in the information media 
was becoming more and more 
specialised such as the process of 
gathering, storing and publishing 
information. “In fact, there 
should be sufficient academic 
training and qualification for 
journalists and there should be 
programmes for future work in 
the different specialisations,” the 
Crown Prince said. 

Upgrading the qualifications 
and performance of journalists 
has become an important special- 
ised process in various nations 
and in the past two decades this 
process has also acquired the 
attention of Arab countries, he 
said. 

Therefore said, the Crown 
Prince. Arab states have created 
institutes and colleges for 
teaching journalism and the 
growing number of these insti- 


dents specialising in journalism 
and affiliated skills like printing, 
telecommunication, photography 
etc. 

But^ he said, loopholes in the 
field of journalism itself have 
appeared. “For example, we still 
have a shortage in the number of 
qualified people who can write 
proper script for radio and televi- 
sion but there is a surplus in the 
number of journalists who can fill 
other positions," Prince Hassan 
said. 

“For this reason I am justified 
in calling for a reassessment of 
the sector of journalism and in- 
formation in this country since 
what we seek is a certain 
framework and specifications for 
people who should be accepted in 
professions and also in Realties 
which teach journalism," the 
■Crown Prince said. “We seek to 
limit the number of unqualified 
from infiltrating into this profes- 
sion.” 

Prince Hassan called for the 
“reorganisation of the journalism 
sector under a professional 
umbrella” since such an umbrella 
“was bound to contribute to the 
absorption of qualified manpow- 
er. “This in turn could lead to end i 


Jordanian physician honoured 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Major Gener- 
al Dr. Oumeish Youssef 
Oumeish, consultant and chair- 
man of dermatology and 
venereology discipline at King 
Hussein Medical Centre, was 
granted the Fellowship of the 
American Academy of Dermatol- 
ogy (FAAD). He is the first. 
Jordanian doctor to be honoured 
in this field. Die certificate is 
usually granted to doctors of ex- ' 
cellence. 



Dr. Oumeish Oumeish 


the problems and difficulties -en- 
countered in the journalism sec- 
tor,” he said. 

Commenting on the fact that 
Jordan now has 218 unemployed 
media graduates. Prince Hassan 
said that their problem was “no- 
thing compared with the 
thousands of people in other sec- 
tors who are still unemployed.” 

Prince Hassan called Yarmouk 
University's department. of jour- 
nalism to “embark on immediate 
measures for studying the local 
market needs of journalists” and 
should start training courses for 
the graduates to prepare them for 
actual work in the field. 

He also - called for serious 
attempts to produce written 
material in the form of publica- 
tion and documentaiy films to be 
channelled into the international 
communication network to help 
“our image and carry our voice 
reach ' other countries of the 
world." 

Vocational 
Training 
Corporation 
reviews activities 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
KhaJed'Al Haj Hassan Sunday 
paid tribute to the foie played by 
the Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC) at the national and 
pan-Arab levels. 

Speaking at a meeting of the 
VTC board, the minister said that 
Jordan has achieved a remark- 
able position in vocational train- 
ing at the regional and interna- 
tional levels and that the VTC has 
provided skilled manpower and. 
trained personnel in large num- 
bers not only for Jordan but also 
for Morocco, Sudan, Bahrain, 
Eritrea and other countries. 
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Healthy step forward 

THE passage by acclamation or the Kingdom's 1988 fiscal budget by 
the Lower House of Parliament un Saturday has come as a strong 
evidence of the resounding success of the dialogue and joint 
responsibility equitably shared by the legislative and executive 
branches of government. After freely and responsibly submitting their 
views and interpretation of recent developments and the current 
situation, both in economic and political terms, the deputies cast their 
vote in accordance with their beliefs and convictions, in line with the 
Kingdom's sound policies and principles. 

To be sure, (here were marked variations of positions and stands on 
the numerous economic and fiscal policies facing our country: yet. the 
apparent division of opinion among legislators seem to have narrowed 
considerably in the wake of the clear and comprehensive reply of 
Prime Minister Zaid Rifai an all the issues that had nagged some of the 
law-makers. The healthy and positive interaction between the deputies 
and Mr. Rifai helped tremendously in crowning the day-long session 
Saturday with a remarkable success. Especially assuring in the prime 
minister's remarks on the report of the House's financial committee 
was the government's determination to exert all the needed efforts 
towards strengthening the Jordanian economy with all possible 
means. Mr. Rifai s pledge to curb public spending and (o cover 
recurrent expenditures and part or capital spending from local 
revenues without resorting to borrowing is indeed comforting. His 
extensive discussion covering the government's plans to boost the 
Kingdom's exports of industrial and agricultural products, after 
giving these two vital sectors the needed support, also is an important 
step hi the right direction as it would certainly Improve the country's 
balance of payments. 

The government's plans lor short- and long-term policies to ease 
structural unemployment among Jordanians, whether by creating 
new job opportunities or by cooperating with other Arab states, and 
completing Jordan’s economic infrastructure, as well as strengthening 
the capabilities of our productive and private sectors, among many 
others, are all positive factors which should add to our confidence in 
building a brighter economic future for the country. 

In all. the debate that took place on the House's floor on Saturday 
was a very healthy sign that Jordanians took with a lot of interest and 
gratitude. Ahove ail. it has pnned under all circumstances that 
Jordan and Jordanians, leadership and people, can rise to the level of 
responsibility that is required and expected from all of us. and can 
work hand in hand to continue building this country and enhance its 
achievements. 

ARABIC PRESS^DITORIALS 

AlRa'i : Healthy interaction 

THE Lower House of Parliament Saturday endorsed the 1988 fiscal 
budget and approved of a set of recommendations submitted to the 
House by its financial committee. Prime Minister Zaid Rifai in an 
address io the House voiced appreciation of the interaction and 
cooperation between the legislative and executive branches of 
government and said that his cabinet will commit itself to the 

f irovisions of the new budget and the committee's recommendations, 
n addition, he said his cabinet will do all it can to strengthen the 
armed forces which serve as a shield for the Arab Nation, and 
pledged continued assistance to the Arab population under Israeli 
rule to enable them to safeguard their identity and protect their 
homeland. The prime minister's positive response to the committee's 
criticism and demands was a source of satisfaction for the deputies 
and the people, because th.it means the cabinet will abide by the 
proposals and recommendations which, among other things call for 
reducing expenditure, bolstering the private sector and carrying out 
social and economic schemes. The prime ministers statement 
reflected the aspirations of the Jordanian citizens and brought about 
more confidence in the present government. But it must be said that 
though the executive and legislative authorities are bent on working 
hard to serve the people, one should not rule out the important role 
of the citizens themsches. which is essential if these projects 
contained in the budget arc to be successfully carried out. 

,4/ Dustour: Democratic debate 

THE open discussions at Parliament Saturday over the 198S fiscal 
budget reflected a democratic practice on the part of the executive 
and'legislative authorities in this country, and enhanced the concept 
of democratic rule and re-int'orced the interaction between the two 
branches of government in the Kingdom. The Lower House of 
Parliament's financial committee was quite frank and clear in its 
criticism of the government's activity: and the speakers debated in 
detail the different aspects of the draft budget in a manner that 
clearly reflects all parties’ responsibility towards their country and 
their determination to carry out all that is necessary to serve the 
Jordanian citizens. The piime minister's positive reply to the 
speeches of deputies embodied all that the Parliament members were 
concerned about, and provided answers for outstanding questions 
which still impede successful development. The prime minister said 
ibat ihe budget was an ambitious one and aims at achieving the 
aspirations of the people: and he pledged that his colleagues will I 
strictly abide by the terms and the provisions of the budget, and the | 
recommendations of the financial committee. It was a relief to hear 
the prime minister announce that the government will maintain full 
support for measures to back the Arab people in the occupied Arab 
territory and to strengthen the armed forces for national defence. 

Sawt A1 Shaab: Positive reply 

THE prolonged debate at the Lower House of Parliament on 
Saturday reflected the great attention and concern given to the affairs 
of the country on the part of the deputies and the government alike. 
The budger which was debated in detail reflected the volume of work 
awaiting the government, building upon previous achievements, and 
the continued process of construction and march towards progress 
and prosperity. The deputies were keen on tackling the economic 
situation in the country, and on voicing their concern over the 
developments in the occupied Arab land. They were careful to ask 
the government to extend more support for the people under Israeli 
rukTand to urgently tackle the question of unemployment and the 
national economy. The prime minister for his part provided positive 
answers to these questions, thus outlining the future orientation of 
the present government with regard to assistance to the Arab people 
in the occupied regions and with regard to the economic and social 
development in the country. 
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Palestinian uprising and U.N. obligations 


THE uprising in the West Bank and Gaza Strip has crystallised some 
pertinent ideas on how to deal with the situation in those territories 
pending the resolution of the Israeli occupation of those areas in 
accordance with relevant United Nations resolutions. To begin with 
it must be accepted as natural that the Arab inhabitants of these 
territories would “revolt'' against Israeli occupation per se after 
twenty years of it. The natural (aw applicable to all similar situations 
would necessitate some kind of resurrection or another against the 
occupying authorities. The contemporary and ancient history of 
colonialism, trusteeship and sheer military conquest and occupation 
has demonstrated time and again that the patience of the subjugated 
and oppressed peoples has always a limit although the duration of 
such patience and endurance varies from people to people. The 
Israeli occupiers should be the first to realise that they cannot 
maintain the lid of occupation on the Palestinian people in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip forever and with impunity. The sooner the 
Israeli government. Likudish or otherwise, recognises the unnatural 
state of affairs in the West Bank the better for them and their 
neighbours. Must the Palestinian people under Israeli occupation 
repeat their uprising against occupation in every season and on every 
occasion to drive home the point that the occupation must end one 
way or another? How many signals do the Israelis need to 
comprehend the Palestinians' thirst for freedom and liberation? For 
how many years more do they expect to maintain their hold on Arab 
territories?' Surely they cannot be waiting till the Arab population 
under occupation exceeds the two million mark. 

With regard to the various formulae that have been advanced of 
late to deal with the most recent wave of violence in the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. I find that the proposal to have the United Nations 


By Waleed Sadi 

investigate the Israeli practices against the Arab inhabitants and 
monitor the situation there through some machinery’ or another as 
perhaps the most functional interim solution until the projected 
United Nations conference on peace in the Middle East can be called 
to order. I came to this conclusion advisedly and inspite of my 
recognition that Israel has shunned U.N. investigating teams since 
the beginning of its occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip and 
refused point blank to cooperate with them or even to allow them to 
set foot in these territories. There are several attempts by the U.N. 
General Assembly to “penetrate" the Israeli occupation in order to 
investigate its unlawful practices against the inhabitants of the 
territories. Many other U.N. specialised agencies as the International 
Labour Organisation (1LO) have also attempted to perform the same 
or similar “functions but all such efforts came to naught. 

To be sure, practically all countries of the world refuse to 
cooperate in principle with international investigatory machineries 
unless they are established with their consent. The consensus among 
member states of the U.N. that any such compulsory international 
investigation contravenes their sovereignty rights as construed in 
their most liberal manifestations. All efforts exerted thus far by the 
U.N. and its specialised agencies to encroach on this liberal 
interpretation of sovereignty have been frustrated by government 
fears and paranoia that any such initial tolerance of any such 
international "interferences’' could open the doors of further 
encroachments into their domestic affairs with no limit in sight. 

Yet the situation posed by the Israeli occupation is distinguishable 
from the normal cases where the governments concerned are fearful 
of relinquishing their sovereignty rights and prerogatives. The most 


redeeming factor in favour of enforcing all United Nations efforts to 
investigate various Israeli practices in the occupied territories is the 
fact that some sort of an international regime exists in those 
territories bv virtue of the applicability of the 1949 Fourth Geneva 
Convention ’ to those territories. Sovereignty per se rests in the 
country from which those territories were conquered, i.e.. Jordan. 
Since Jordan not only consents to United Nations investigations of 
Israeli practices in the occupied territories but also promotes all 
proposals leading to such international investigations, it follows that 
there are no '’legal" impediments to have the Israeli occupation 
monitored and investigated on a quasi permanent basis. It will be 
recalled that there is unanimity among the state members of the 
United Nations system that the said 19-W Fourth Geneva Convention 
is applicable to the Arab occupied territories and such an internation- 
al instrument regulates the various Israeli practices and policies not 
only in the West" Bank and Gaza Strip but also in the Golan Heights 
as well. .And since there is a body of international norms and 
principles which governs the occupied territories, it follows that the 
international community has not only the right but also the obligation 
io monitor and investigate the various Israeli practices and policies in 
all the occupied Arab territories. All that is left is to have the 
international community manifest a concerted political will in thy 
direction. Obviously the onus of responsibility in this context rests on 
the permanent members of the United Nations Security Council. 
Needless to add, those major powers within the Ignited Nations 
system have also the means to do without international investigations 
should they proceed wholeheartedly and expeditiously In the 
direction of convening an international peace conference to resolve 
the Arab-Israeli conflict and the Palestinian case. 


Emirates exporters turn 
their eyes from Iran 


Export flous to Iran have suffered from the recent intensification in 
the Gulf war. and while this has hit traders in Dubai more strongly 
than in Abu Dhabi, the Emirates as a whole have suffered the effects . 
says Joan Wucher King. 


LIFE FOR manufacturers in the 
United Arab Emirates is not 
easy. The domestic market is 
small and locally-produced goods 
have to compete on quality, price 
and availability with imports over 
which there is no control. 

Local manufacturers face an 
everchanging market as the ex- 
patriate workforce — the major- 
ity of the population — alters in 
composition and each new wave 
of expatriates brings its own pro- 
duct preferences. 

The UAE’s export sector is 
becoming an increasingly attrac- 
tive option for local manufactur- 
ers to develop. The country’s 
exports, have, however^ . tradi- 
tionally reflected the health Of. the 
regional economy and showed a 
12 per cent fall-off when the 
recession hit in 1985, the last 
period for which full figures are 
available. Export flows to Iran 
have suffered from the recent 
escalation of the Gulf war, and 
while this has hit traders in Dubai 
more strongly than in Abu Dha- 
bi, the Emirates as a whole have 
suffered the effects. 

It is unclear as yet whether this 
presages a larger shift in Iranian 
trade patterns with the Gulf. 
Some of this decline, especially in 
the re-export sector, may well 
reflect the Iranian government's 
ambivalence about personal im- 
ports. allowances for which were 
cancelled in the spring and res- 
tored in the summer. Currency 
devaluation has also played a part 
and. as pressure on Iranian oil 
exports increases, the resultant 
decrease in Tehran's foreign ex- 
change earnings will have further 
repercussions for non-oil UAE 
expons. 

It is difficult to get exact figures 
on UAE trade with Iran, much of 
w’hich moves unofficially. Dubai's 
re-export market, the Best avail- 
able indicator, showed a slight 
decline in 1986 before recovering 
sharply in the first half of 1987*’. 
but has since slowed. This de- 
pendence on trade with Iran for 
export earnings can be reduced 
only by developing markets out- 
side the Gulf. India is an in- 
creasingly important trade part- 
ner for the UAE and the two 
countries recently concluded a 
joint-venture phosacid plant at 
Jebel Alt. 

The free trade zone at Jebe! Ali 
has seen a big increase in business 
which, in line with trends else- 
where in the Emirates, has strong 
south Asian participation, and 
135 companies are now in the 
zone, representing investment of 
SI billion. Textile production for 
export has been rising sharply 
and since 1981 production has 
increased almost 200 per cent. 

Some textile manufacturers in 
ihe zone see production there as a 
way of avoiding U.S. quotas on 
textile imports from their home 
countries. But as a recent Emi- 
rates Industrial Bank report says, 
while there is no U.S. textile 
quota for UAE manufactures, 
increasing levels of textile exports 
may cause these to be imposed. 

As a bank designed to promote 
industrial development in the 
UAE. the Emirates Industrial 
Bank faces a complex task in 
identifying and supporting ven- 
tures able to thrive and commie 
in a difficult local market. The 
bank places much emphasis on 
research, marketing and packag- 


ing. seen as crucial for both local 
and export sales. 

Emirates Industrial Bank's 
economic research section pub- 
lishes a monthly journal on world 
and domestic markets for UAE 
goods. While the slender domes- 
tic economy has made the bank’s 
investment activities seem cau- 
tious, the identification of areas 
of market expansion has pro- 
duced good results for the 28 
projects funded to date. In 1986, 
the board approved eight indust- 
rial loans to a total of Dh28.65 
million ($7.9 million), down 18 
per cent on the previous year. 

The bank takes a clear view of 
the UAE's economic limitations. 
Import restrictions or protection- 
ism is rejected on the grounds 
that local industry is unable to 
substitute imports in a cost-effec- 
tive manner and will profit from 
the adaptation of imported tech- 
nology to local conditions. High- 
tech Imports are particularly wel- 
comed. In the bank's view, pro- 
tectionism is justified only for 
limited periods for nascent indus- 
tries. 

Bank economists point to the 
experience of other developing 
countries, where protectionist 
policies produced inefficient in- 
dustries. Given the UAE's trad- 
ing surplus and the size of Abu 
Dhabi's oil reserves, the country 
can perhaps afford to take a more 
relaxed atfirude on the import 
question, at least in the short 
term. 

Last year, the UAE trade ba- 
lance of DhI2.2 million was 60 
per cent down on 1985. mainly 
because of declining oil revenues 
and higher imports, which rose by 
just more than 4- per cent. 
However, the pegging of the 
UAE difham to the dollar will 
have a grave effect on the cost of 
imports from Japan and Europe 
in the wake of the dollar’s recent 


drop and may revive arguments 
for restructuring the dirham 
against a broader currency 
basket. 

In spite of the tension in the 
Gulf — perhaps because of it — 
the government has sought to 
keep“the economic atmosphere as 
open as possible, given the debt 
problems being faced by local 
banks. The Gulf war has a low 
profile in the UAE , in contrast 
with Kuwait, where the atmos- 
phere is certainly a lot less re- 
laxed. 

The improvement in the oil 
market is likely to keep the im- 
port sector buoyant, although the 
depreciation of' the dollar will be 
reflected inevitably in import pat- 
terns. — Financial Times news. 



Inflexibility remains after Korean election 

Thar kind of inflexibility was 


By Barry Renfrew 

The Associated Press 

SEOUL. South Korea — South 
Korea's presidential election was 
a perfect illustration of how its 
people want a stable democracy, 
and of how political divisions and 
hatred stand in the way. 

Few people were surprised 
when the opposition refused to 
accept the victory of government 
candidate Roh Tae-woo in the 
first direct presidential election in 
16 years. Nor was there much 
surprise when the opposition 
vowed to take to the streets to 
topple Roh before the vote 
counting was even completed. 

“You can bet your bottom dol- 
lar that the elected president will 
face an almost insurmountable 
situation after his victory.” the 
Korea Herald said a week before 
the election. 

South Korean politics has been 
dominated by factionalism, re- 
gionalism and an outlook that 
sees compromise as weakness and 
insists on victory at all costs. 
There is no room for dissent or 
opposing points of view in Ko- 
rean politics. 


made apparent when opposition 
candidates Kim Youna-Sam and 
Kim Dae-Jung said during the 
campaign that Roh could not win 
a democratic election. They re- 
sponded to Roh's election with 
charges of election fraud, which 
the government denied. 

If South Korea is to have a 
stable democratic system, 
analysts agree, it must break the 
stranglehold of factional politics 
and regional divisions. It won't be 
easy in a country that has never 
had* a peaceful transfer of power. 

But there were encouraging 
signs of change during the elec- 
tion campaign. Many "people ex- 
ulted in the fact they had been 
able to cast votes to select a new 
president after a democratic cam- 
paign and said they wanted an 
end to the country's many divi- 
sions. 

“A grand reconciliation of the- 
people is an urgent requirement 
coming close on the heels of the 
presidential election,” the Korea 
Times said in an editorial. 

Some analysts saw Roh's vic- 
tor}’ as a plea for stability. The 
former general claimed during 


the campaign he alone could 
usher in lasting democracy. He 
warned that the opposition would 
bring chaos. 

Many Koreans who voted for 
Roh said they saw in him the best 
hope of ending the nation's long 
tradition of authoritarian govern- 
ment while also ensuring political 
peace. 

“The victory of government 
candidate Roh Tae-Woo means 
the people chose a resolute poli- 
tical leadership based on the prin- 
ciple of gradual reforms amid 
stability,” the newspaper Jooang- 
Iibo said in an editorial. 

Most observers agree South 
Korea now has a degree of poli- 
tical freedom that would have 
seemed unthinkable even six 
months ago, when almost any 
open show of dissent was broken 
up by riot police firing rear gas. 

There has been broad liber- 
alisation since hundreds of 
thousands of people took to the 
streets across Che nation in June 
to demand an end to authorita- 
rian rule. President Chun Doo- 
Hwan, a former general who took 
power with military backing in 
1980, bowed to demands" for 


direct presidential elections. 

The presidential campaign, in 
some respects, was democracy bl 
its best. Candidates held rallies 
across the country, huge columns 
of supporters marching peaceful- 
ly through Seoul and other rities,- 
and people freely talked about 
what they wanted. 

Some Koreans also were criti- 
cising the two Kims for splitting 
the opposition and throwing away 
what had seemed a certain vic- 
tory. Both men insisted they had 
to run for democracy’s sake. 

“The two Kims should deeply 
reflect on themselves... because 
the people encouraged their 
struggle for democracy but did 
not "support their division,” the ' 
newspaper Dong-A Ilbo warned.- 

The question faring Soutl' 
Korea now is whether its tradi- 
tional politics of confrontatior 
and violence will prevail or 
there is a chance for the county ' 
to make progress. - 

The answer will be worked out 
both in the chambers of goverfrJ 
ment and the streets as the ruliuj . 
party and its opponents mak« 
their separate appeals. 
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in Jordan 
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In his reply to the Lower House of Parliament financial committee's recommendation: 
Prime minister pledges continued support for the Armed Forces and the West Bank 
and outlines moves for better control over public spending, varied measures for 
curbing unemployment and more investment in agriculture, housing 


Following is the full text of Prime 
Minister Zaid Rifat's speech to 
Saturday's session of the Lower 
House of Parliament which 
unanimously endorsed the King- 
dom's 1988 draft budget. 

IT GIVES me pleasure at the 
onset of my speech to offer, in my 
name and the name of my cof- 
i ' leagues the ministers, my deep 
ana sincere thanks and apprecia- 
‘ tion to all members of the 
esteemed financial committee, to 

• its chairman and rapporteur, for 
their sincere and continuous 

; efforts they exerted in the prepa- 

• ration of the report on the draft 
budget law for the fiscal year 

j 1988. It gives me pleasure also to 
\ praise the level of serious respon- 
| sibility, the spirit of honest coop- 
\ eration and the deep, compre- 
| hensive look that prevailed the 
jt discussions of the esteemed com- 
£ , mittee with the minister of fi- 
| nance and his colleagues the 
l ministers and officials in the gov- 
■: emment. 

i It is not a strange thing, 
? brothers, that this course (of 
i cooperation) is ours because we 
l are jointly participating, in the 
j legislative and executive bran- 
ches, in carrying the responsibil- 
ity, and manifesting the principles 
of our constitution in cooperation 
and integration to erect the 
national monument and raise the 
standards of the citizen. We are, 
before that and after — members 
of the one Jordanian family, 
guided by the goals and principles 
set by His Majesty King Hussein 
the great. 

Dear Chairman, 

Esteemed Deputies, 

Our sincere calls to God 
Almighty to protect Jordan, a 
beloved homeland under the 
Hashemite leadership, is an ex- 
pression of our belonging to our 
sacred land and national soil. Our 
gathering around the King is only 
a proof of our adherence to His 
Majesty’s leadership. 

The virtues of A1 Hussein are 
many, they are embedded in ev- 
ery aspect of our lives and in ail 
aspects of our free homeland. 
The clearest demonstration of 
these virtues is manifested in our 
courageous armed forces that are 
characterised with the honesty of 
position, the sincerity of belong- 
ing, armed with all means of 
development and strength. What 
is also another manifestation is 
the public security organs and 
civil defence, concerned with the 
safety and security of the citizen. 
The wisdom of the leader, his 
relentless work had the greatest 
role in establishing the basis of 
the internal front, and realising 
the achievements of the blessed 
economic and social progress, 
and setting the basis for Arab 
solidarity and deepening Jordan's 
credibility and its high status in 
the international arena. 

Our one Arab Nation is proud 
with the great success achieved at 
the extraordinary Arab summit 
conference in Amman and is opti- 
mistic with its results. This con- 
ference has laid down the bases of 
accord and harmony, and en- 
hanced joint Arab action. 

The response by Arab leaders 
to His Majesty King Hussein’s 
initiative to meet and consult on 



the level of the summit and the 
interaction with the challenges of 
the present phase played a great 
role in the conference's success, 
and ushered the beginning of a 
united Arab movement towards 
achieving the goals and aspira- 
tions of the Arab Nation. 

Duty compels us also to praise 
our good and belonging citizen, 
who eveiy day, offers new exam- 
ples in national pride and Arab 
belonging and commitment to the 
principles of Arab interaction. 

We ail turn to our people and 
brethren in the occupied Arab 
territories to salute them and 
express to them our pride and 
appreciation for their sacrifices 
and steadfastness, stressing that 
we are always with them in their 
confrontation of the occupation 
assault, enlisting all resources and 
capabilities to secure the rights of 
our people on its national soil. 

Dear Chairman, 

Esteemed Deputies, 

The financial committee report 
was characterised by a great mea- 
sure of detail and analysis for 
most issues and subjects especial- 
ly the difficult international and 
regional climate surrounding us 
and the conditions of the Israeli 
occupation and the continuation 
of the Iran-Iraq war, its expan- 
sion and the success of rectifica- 
tion operations and internal 
adjustments in accommodating 
changes and developments and 
the ability to keep basic indica- 
tors in a stable and balanced 
position. This analysis is in har- 
mony with the contents of the 
speech from the throne at the 
opening of the fifth term of your 
council and in accord with the 
contents of the budget speech. 

The government thanks the 
financial committee for praising 
the government policies in econo- 
mic, social, health and education 
fields; in energy, water, • local- 
government and youth and joint 
Arab action. All this proves the 
harmony of vision between us, 
the sincerity of intentions in 
achieving the ambitions of the 
nation and in confronting prob- 
lems and varying difficult cir- 
cumstances. 

The report indicated that in the 
area of aid, there is a dear and 
great increase of 68 per cent more 
than in last year's budget. It is 
worthwhile to point out that the 
figures that came in the budget 
are estimates for a forthcoming 
year, and that’s why they are a 
document of hope and ambition. 
If we wanted to seek accuracy in 
specifying the amount of the com- 
mitted annual Arab aid in accord- 
ance with the Baghdad summit 
resolutions, the figure would be 
much higher than mentioned in 
the draft budget for fiscal year 
1988. If the mentioned figure for 
last year was higher than the one 
for this year, it is an expression of 
the government's confidence in 
the national commitment of 
brotherly Arab states towards us, 
especially after the great success 
achieved by the summit of accord 
and harmony in Amman. 

The government agrees with 
the committee's remarks that the 
majority of infrastructural work 
for Jordan's national economy is 
completed and that the time is 


ripe to start concentrating on 
productive projects with good 
economic yield. I would like to 
mention here that the govern- 
ment, through follow-ups and 
proper evaluation, is reviewing 
priority projects which aim at 
achieving a balance between the 
sectors of service and production 
to increase the economy's pro- 
ductive potential and prepare it 
to have a solid base for constant 
development. Hence, the de- 
velopment needs compel us to 
continue adding to the basic in- 
frastructure to serve the needs of 
new production projects. 

Because this policy is at the 
heart of our goals for the public 
sector, it is also important to call 
the private sector to enhance its 
role in- the investment and direct 
production process especially in 
the presence of the existing basic 
infrastructure and the convenient 
investment climate. 

The support of local produc- 
tion and its development is a 
priority of the government which 
has resorted to adopting a num- 
ber of policies and measures to 
achieve this goal which have 
taken different forms such as: 
Protectionism through banning 
the import of locally-made similar 
products, protectionism through 
raising customs and other facili- 
ties within the rules and on the 
bases that would guarantee the 
preservation of auality and com- 
mitment to Jordanian specifica- 
tions and the stability of prices. I 
would like to stress that the gov- 
ernment's economic policy is 
based on rhe principle or free and 
equitable competition, and that 
protectionist measures are looked 
at as temporary measures that 
would be reconsidered in accord- 
ance with the prevailing condi- 
tions. This policy conforms with 
the remarks made by the financial 
committee. 

Concerning comments by the 1 
committee about the laige num- 
ber of students currently enrol- 
led in various stages of study 
which increased demand for high- 
er education because of the great 
influx of graduates from schools, 
and about the attrition of foreign 
currency because of many of our 
students seeking education 
abroad, in addition to psycholo- 
gical and social effects of such a 
situation, the government is 
aware of this problem and is 
working for its treatment and the 
government hopes this will result 
ui the implementation of the re- 
commendations of the national 
conference for education de- 
velopment on measures to orga- 
nise the supply in the labour 
market with the skills required 
for our internal developmental 
needs and the needs of neigh- 
bouring Arab markets. Inis 
would serve to ease the problem 
of unemployment and organise 
the labour market. 

On comments by the commit- 
tee that the projects of the five- 
year development plan were not 
allocated their share in the 
budget, I would like to clarify 
that the development plan in- 
cludes central government pro- 
jects, public institutions as well as 
the private sector. And since 
capital and developmental spend- 
ing in the general budget was 
limited to central government 


projects, and since the size of 
investment in these projects in 
the draft budget for fiscal year 
1988 conforms with spending in 
the third year of the five-year 
1986-90 plan, this is an indication 
of the government's commitment 
to the plan's projects, the size of 
investment and the conformity of 
the budget's figures with the cor- 
responding year in the plan. 

Dear Chairman, 

Esteemed Deputies, 

Ever since its establishment, 
the government has embarked on 
supporting municipal and rural 
councils and treating its financial 
difficulties. And as it was difficult 
for these councils to handle the 
problems accumulated on them 
while at the same time providing 
the needed services to citizens, 
the government has taken the 
needed measures and issued the 
appropriate decisions, carrying 
the financial burden of these 
councils to enable them to cany 
out their duties and responsibili- 
ties. This is the demand of your 
esteemed council and the recom- 
mendation of the financial com- 
mittee. The government’s poli- 
cies in this direction for enhanc- 
ing the capabilities of local au- 
thorities and for improving their 
financial status, has come in re- 
sponse with the demands of the 
esteemed council. 

Emanating from the govern- 
ment's conviction for the need to 
control public institutions, audit- 
ing their revenues and spendings, 
the Audit Bureau law has been 
recently amended to include in its 
items all these institutions. This is 
in foil harmony with the com- 
ments of the financial committee 
and its recommendations. 

Concerning the general recom- 
mendations included in the finan- 
cial committee's report, Jordan, 
under the leadership of His 
Majesty King Hiisseiii has 
embarked from" the first instance, 
on supporting brotherly Iraq in its 
confrontation with the Iranian 
aggression on its lands, and its 
plans to suppress Arab identity 
and dominate the Arab Nation. 
This Arab stand manifests the 
Jordanian national direction and 
its historic message and its call for 
Arab solidarity against threats. 

His Majesty the King resumes 
his contacts with his brethren 
Arab leaders to reach Arab for- 
mulae that are capable of con- 
fronting the challenges presented 
by the Israeli-Iranian assault on 
Arab territories and people and 
their wealth, and to prepare the 
appropriate base for continuing 
coordination and integration in 
the various fields. 

In accordance with the royal 
directives, the government car- 
ries out intensive contacts with 
Arab governments to lay down 
the ground for deepening joint 
Arab action and towards reaching 
suitable mechanism for the imple- 
mentation of joint projects to- 
wards ^irab economic, integra- 
tion. I' 

Duty impels us to offer thanks 
and deep appreciation to brother- 
ly Arab states that extend support 
to us at the top of which is the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and 
we are confident that our 
brothers, whose conditions stood 
in the way of extending the de- 


fined assistance, will folfil their 
commitments. 

We also thank the organisa- 
tions of Arab funds for respond- 
ing to our developmental needs 
which had a great effect in im- 
plementing several vital projects. 

Dear Chairman:, 

Esteemed Deputies, 

The government has under- 
lined the importance of construc- 
tive dialogue, the exchange of 
opinion and consultations, coop- 
eration between the legislative 
and executive authorities and the 
principle of common responsibil- ■ 
ity, towards the realisation of the 
public interest that we all cherish 
and to ensure decent living and 
economic prosperity to our 
citizens. All this is in line with 
comments made by the financial 
committee. In harmony with 
these principles, I hereby summa- 
rise my response to your commit- 
tee's recommendations in accord- 
ance with their chronological 
order in the committee's report as 
follows: - 

1. The government endorsed 
the recommendation by the 
financial committee on the con- 
tinuation of supporting our milit- 
ary institution and providing all 
means needed for its strength and 
power through arming and train- 
ing. The government considers 
this support as its basic policy. 

2. The government exerts all 
effort to support our people's 
steadfastness and struggle in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, out of its concern for 
strengthening the identity of our 
people on their national soil and 
out of its commitment for car- 
rying out the duty of brotherhood 
and the unity of blood, goals and 
destiny. The government has 
established through development 
committees the bases that secure 
the safety of the implementation 
of projects aimed at improving 
the living conditions of our peo- 
ple there and to support their 
steadfastness. 

3. On the financial and econo- 
mic policies: 

a- The government seeks to 
cover the current expenditure 
and a percentage of capital ex- 
penditure from local revenues, 
through controlling spending and 
improving revenue collection. 
The government is concerned 
with achieving this goal that 
would reduce resorting to bor- 
rowing. Until that goal is 
achieved, the government will 
continue to do ail it can to limit 
and control borrowing in order to 
keep servicing public debts within 
safe limits that are accepted inter- 
nationally. The government has 
also decided to direct any funds 
from due instalments from Arab 
states to cover the accumulated 
deficit and reduce the foreign 
debt and will not allocate any 
amount from these funds for new 
speeding. 

b- Aware of its limited re- 
sources, the government is tight- 
ening its controls on spending, 
particularly spending on develop- 
ment projects. It follows up on 
the execution to save what could 
be saved, taking into considera- 
tion the pressing necessities for 
projects that activate the eco- 
nomy. The current and recurrent 


spending of governmental organs 
are the subject of the govern- 
ment’s concern in order to 
rechannel them away from admi- 
nistrative luxury. Despite the 
allocation of funds in the general 
budget of 1988 for buying a num- 
ber of cars and other equipment, 
the government has embarked on 
a comprehensive study to define 
what is already available and to 
determine what the new needs 
are. The actual spending would 
not be done except in the light of 
this study, despite the fact that 
the cars mentioned in the draft 
budget are field cars for projects. 

c- On the comment by the 
committee on utilising foreign ex- 


to continue the assessment of 
public shareholding companies 
that are of strategic value and to 


pertise in carrying oqt studies, it 
is well known that most of de- 
velopmental projects included in 
the budget and the five-year plan 
are financed by Joans and assist- 
ance coming from Arab and in- 
ternational institutions. These in- 
stitutions insist on carrying out. 
their own feasibility and technical 
studies for the state's projects to 
decide on extending these loans 
and assistance. All these studies 
carried out by foreign companies 
are done in cooperation with loc- 
al companies and official institu- 
tions. The government demands 1 
from these companies to allow 
specialists at concerned ministries 
to take part in these studies so that 
our institutions will be able in the 
future to carry out these duties on 
its own as we have done with oil 
exploration projects and other 
projects. 

Concerning studies financed by 
the treasury, the government 
gives priority for local engineer- 
ing consultant companies for 
their execution. 

d- The government thanks the 
financial committee for support- 
ing efforts to reconsider the status 
of public institutions; The royal 
committee for administrative de 1 
velopment has finalised a study 
on, the liaison form with these 
institutions with the aim of im- 
proving their performance and 
controfling spending. The gov- 
ernment is aho bent on studying 
the status of each institution 
separately, to rectify its financial 
situation and reduce its depend- 
ence on the treasury, in order to 
reach a point of self-support in a 
specified period of time. 

e- The government has handled * 
the situation of several stumbling 
companies which led to rectifying 
their financial and administrative 
status and put them on the right 
course. These companies have 
become in a situation that allows 
them to support the national eco- 
nomy after being a burden on it. 
The government will do all it can 


work to provide the needed 
atmosphere for their success and 
continued activity. The reasons 
and circumstances that led to 
losses by these companies have 
been explained to yon in previous 
sessions and occasions. 

f- Concerning the problem of 
structural unemployment, the 
government is concerned with 
organising the labour market 
through a comprehensive and in- 
tegrated programme in the va- 
rious fields. This programme 
aims to reconsider the concept of 
rehabilitation and employment in 
a way that compromises between 
the supply in the labour force 
with the development needs and 
Arab demands. 

In affirmation of the statement 
by the financial committee in this 
regard, the government has 
adopted a number of measures 
that guarantee easing the prob- 
lem of structural unemployment 
in the short term. These measures 
include; 

— Committing community col- 
leges, the main private schools 
and industrial and commercial 
institutions to appoint full time 
doctors in each in addition to 
assistants these doctors may 
need. 

— Expanding primary health 
care in all government schools to 
cover all students. 

— Institutionalising 600 jobs 
for engineers in a number of 
ministries, institutions and com- 
"panies where training engineers 
would work and the rest would be 
filled by engineers seeking work, 
in accordance with their applica- 
tions and die civil service com- 
mission. 

— Obliging main municipali- 
ties to appoint full-time engineers 
at each municipality and commit- 
ting other municipalities to 
appoint an engineer for every two 
municipalities or more in accord- 
ance with the volume of work 
there. Committing rural councils, 
after dividing them into groups in 
accordance with their geographic- 
al proximity to appoint an en- 
gineer for each group. 

— Implementing the principle 
of part-time work in government 
departments in accordance to 
rules to be imposed for this pur- 
pose, which would increase the 
number of workers in the same 
job. 

— Giving priority for Jorda- 
nian workers in the various fields 
and organising the influx of fore- 
ign workers. 

— Intensifying contacts with 


Arab oil producing countries to 
seek job opportunities for Jorda- 
nians there and to facilitate their 
work in these countries. 

Allocating JD 1.2 million in 

the 1988 budget for the first time 
to help support salaries of Jorda- 
nians who have been appointed in 
Arab states and where current 
conditions do not allow these 
countries to pay enough salaries. 
This would be done through a 
programme of technical coopera- 
tion with these states. 

And since the unemployment 
issue is a national problem that 
requires a collective effort, the 
government expects the private 
sector and associations to shoul- 
der their duties by accommodat- 
ing job seekers and contributing 
to the technical cooperation prog- 
ramme. 

The government's long-term 
measures to tackle unemploy- 
ment will be followed up by the 
government through the outcome 
of the national conference for 
educational development and 
through reorganising education 
on all levels and planning to 
develop manpower and prepare it 
for skills that are needed for 
development purposes. 

g- Public institutions which 
have financial and administrative 
independence work in accord- 
ance with special laws approved 
by your council which enabled 
these institutions to issue inde- 
pendent budgets. These institu- 
tions are subject to control by 
your council through the scrutiny 
of the Audit Bureau. The govern- 
ment has supplied your council 
with draft budgets for these in- 
stitutions for the coming fiscal 
year for your attention. 

The support fond mentioned in 
the committee’s recommendation 
is part of the treasury's accounts. 
The deposited funds are to pay 
off financial commitments for 
supplying the Armed Forces since 
the Baghdad summit which deter- 
mined Arab support. The fund is 
in a constant deficit because of a 
shortage in revenues compared to 
the Armed Forces commitments 
as a result of a decline in the size 
of Arab support. The spending 
from this fund is carried out upon 
decisions by the Cabinet, based 
on the budget law, through the 
Ministry of Finance. The money 
in this fond are not to be used for 
new purchases. 

h- The question of retirement 
in the various institutions is done 
in accordance with established 
laws. The government is eager to 
benefit from the experiences of the 

(Continued on page 6) 
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economic 


of Arab people of the occupied territories 


Following are summaries of speeches made by members of t he Lower 
House of Parliament during Saturday's session in which the House 
debated and unanimously approved the budget: 


Abdul Baqi J amino 
Zarqa constituency 

Deputy Jammo described the 
financial committee's decision as 
comprehensive and said it does 
not need any discussion. 

Sheikh Jammo hailed the upris- 
ing of the people in the occupied 
Arab territories and their stead-, 
fastness in the face of the Israeli 
occupation. He also criticised 
those who are calling for freedom 
of parties work, similar to other 
countries, saying that “what char- 
acterises our parties is that their 
heads move rrom outside." 

In this regard Sheikh Jammo 
recalled the havocs inflicted upon 
Arab countries by such parties. 

He also called for supporting 
Iraq in its current war with Iran 
and stressed the need for stop- 
ping any aid to Iran. In this 
regard. Sheikh Jammo said, “The 
brutal Iranian aggression against 
Iraq is not but part of a Zionist 
plan, designed to encompass the 
whole Arab Nation and to lay a 
siege around it." 

Sheikh Jammo called for curb- 
ing expenditure and limiting to a 
minimum the importation of 
luxurious commodities. 

Mis bah Kazimi 
Jerusalem constituency 

Deputy Kazimi said that the de- 
teriorating conditions in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
called for doubling the JD 10 
million annual allocations for the 
social and economic development 
programme in the occupied terri- 
tories. Such a move, he said, is of 
vital importance because it con- 
tributes to enhancing the stead- 
fastness of the people in the 
occupied Arab lands. 


Nicola Aqel 
Ramallah constituency 

Deputy Aqel said that the coun- 
try's budget was a major respon- 
sibility because it embodied the 
dedication of both leader and 
nation to build a bright future and 
to safeguard achievements. 

Daoud Suleiman Daoud 
Jerusalem constituency 

Mr. Daoud proposed that the 


House issue a statement reaffirm- 
ing the cohesion between the 
people of the two banks of Jordan 
and at the same time deploring 
Israel’s arbitrary measures 
against ihe Palestinian people. 

Mr. Daoud cited a phrase from 
His Majesty King Hussein’s 
speech last week, in which the 
King said that Israel had not 
realised that geographical bound- 
aries drawn up by guns and rifles 
cannot last for ever and would be 
removed by the forceful will and 
determination of the people. 

Israel, he said, should learn 
from hisroiy and that repression 
against the Arab people under its 
rule could not stifle the spirit of 
resistance. 

Mr. Daoud also proposed that 
the House send the United Na- 
tions a copy of its statement in 
which the House appealed to 
world organisations for helping to 
save the Arab people in occupied 
Palestine from oppression. 

Wahid Jaabari 
Hebron constituency 

Mr. Jaabari supported govern- 
ment assistance to the Arab peo- 
ple of the occupied territories 
specially in the commercial, edu- 
cational, industrial and agricultu- 
ral fields and requested that the 
government help in solving the 
problem of unemployment in the 
occupied territory. 

He also called on the govern- 
ment to re-examine expenditure 
and to extend help to families 
with limited income. 

Referring to the West Bank, he 
said, that university graduates 
faced difficult conditions result- 
ing from unemployment and for 
this reason they sought work in 
Israeli factories and institutions 
for little pay. 

Mr. Jaabari also referred to the 
difficult condition of people living 
in refugee camps in the West 
Bank and the Gaza Strip and said 
that the winter season was mak- 
ing their condition even worse. 
He urged the government to 
work with the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UN- 
RWA) in extending all possible 
help to the refugees. 

Mr. Jaabari urged the Ministry 
of Occupied Territories Affairs to 
try to raise more than the JD 10 


million allocated for helping 
Arab people in the occupied 
territory because he said these 
were insufficient for development 
projects there. 


Mr. Ziyad AI Younis 
Toulkarm constituency 

Mr. Younis paid tribute to the 
positive aspects of the House’s 
financial committee report 
which clearly points out the posi- 
tive aspects of the Jordanian eco- 
nomy and stability of the Jorda- 
nian dinar. 

The report, he said, clearly 
indicated that Jordan's national 
economy was steadily growing 
and that deposits were increasing 
while the deficit in the budget was 
continuously showing a tendency 
towards declining. He also refer- 
red to the constant trend towards 
a drop in the deficit in the balance 
of trade and the stable prices of 
commodities and services which 
he said came as a natural result of 
the application of laws and reg- 
ulations and the government me- 
asures to encourage investment. 

Mr. Younis voiced support for 
the committee's call on the gov- 
ernment to bolster the capability 
of the Jordanian Armed Forces 
and its recommendation for in- 
creased allocations for supporting 
the steadfastness of the Arab 
people in the occupied land. 

He called on the government to 
increase its support and alloca- 
tions for the cooperative orga- 
nisations of the occupied territor- 
ies which help in implementing 
social and economic projects. 
Such projects he said are bound 
to enhance the stand of the Arab 
people in the face of Israel’s 
practices and drive to evict 
Palestinians from their home- 
land. 

Hafez Abdul Nabi 
Hebron constituency 

Dr. Abdul Nabi said that people 
in the occupied Arab territories 
were optimistic at the positive 
results of the extraordinary Arab 
summit, held in Amman last 
November. He praised the gov- 
ernment’s efforts to support peo^ 
pie in the occupied territories, 
saying that the allocation of 
necessary funds to the occupied 
West Bank's and Gaza Strip’s 
economic and social development 
programme contributed to the 
steadfastness of people and to 


alleviating their sufferings. 

Dr. Abdul Nabi hailed the gov- 
ernment's decision to give salar- 
ies to teachers who have been 
appointed in the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip after 1967. 
He added that other employees 
were seeking the same treatment. 
The Hebron deputy also praised 
the Ministry of Health derision to 
dispense medicine to all health 
insured persons in the occupied 
West Bank free of charge. 

He called for increased alloca- 
tions to the Ministry of Awqaf to 
enable it to perform its host of 
duties, including preaching, gui- 
dance, construction of mosques, 
running of orphanages and secon- 
dary education institutions. 


Jala! Qalab 
Mafraq constituency 

Deputy Qalab praised the King’s 
efforts to safeguard security and 
stability and secure dignity of the 
people' and his dedicated and 
continuous endeavours to sup- 
port the steadfastness of the in- 
habitants of the occupied Arab 
territories. 

On the Arab front, King Hus- 
sein’s efforts to restore Arab soli- 
darity and unity and his continuous 
and dedicated work to achieve 
this end deserves every applause 
and praise, Mr. Qalab said. 

He expressed appreciation to 
His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan's efforts to realise 
the development plans of Jordan 
and to build national power 
through the development plans 
and His Highness's keen interest 
in developing the educational 
process. 

Mr. Qalab called for directing 
more fund for the support of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces and the 
People’s Army and the Public 
Security and Civil Defence de-. 
partments, saying that they were 
a cause for our pride and a 
symbol of our power and stead- 
fastness. 

Fayyad Jarrar 
Jenin constituency 

Deputy Fayyad Jarrar expressed 
appreciation for the govern- 
ment's remarkable efforts to pre- 
pare the 1988 budget and for its 
efforts to safeguard security and 
stability of the country. 

Mr. Jarrar praised the govern- 
ment’s plans to support the stead- 


fastness of our kinsmen in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, saying that our people 
there proved by their belonging 
to the land. 

“They have given the best ex- 
amples of the Arab citizens' 
steadfastness and the firm belief 
that right is more powerful than 
power." he said. 

Mr. Jarrar called on the gov- 
ernment to adopt the House 


financial committee's recom- 
mendations on cutting down ex- 
penditure and depending on the 
Jordanian experts in all fields. 


Nawaf Al Qadi 

Badla constituency 

Deputy AJ Qadi praised King 
Husserals efforts to develop the 


country and to safeguard its 
security and stability and made a 
special reference to Prince Has- 
san's contribution towards the 
country's development plans. 

Mr. Qadi called for improving 
services in the northern Badia 
region and for the construction of 
agricultural factories, including 
corn oil factory and a tomato 
paste factory in the Mafraq Gov- 


ernorate. He also called on the 
government to grant fanners easy 
loans without or with reduced 
interest and for giving livestock 
breeders permission to drill arte- 
sian wells to be able to grow the 
various kinds of grass needed for 
their livestock. Mr. Al Qadi also 
called for increased support for 
the inhabitants of the occupied 
Arab territories to enable them to 
counter Israeli occupation plans. 


Rifai replies to Lower House committee’s recommendations 


(Continued from page 5) 

staff in these institutions for the 
longest possible time. 

As for the Armed Forces hous- 
ing fund established in 1969, it 
serves all those who contribute to 
the fund's income since its estab- 
lishment. It is not feasible for the 
fund to benefit those who did not 
contribute to it. 

i- The government stresses that 
the funds that the government 
will allocate for the Ministry of 
Awqaf for the fiscal year 1988 
according to the chapter on 
spending in page 23 of the budget 
document, will not be less than 
the funds allocated for the year 
1987. The allocated funds for this 
ministry will be mentioned in a 
Special article in the coming 
budgets in accordance with the 
recommendation of the com- 
mittee. 

The role of the Ministry of 
Awqaf is an organisational and 
informative one, "dealing with the 
handling of waqf property includ- 
ing mosques and preparing 
preachers and imams, an spread- 
ing Koranic homes, and Islamic 
cultural centres in the Kingdom. 
The ministry has accomplished 
the following: 

— The maintenance of 
preachers and imams whose num-, 
bers increase by nearly 150 
annually. 

— The number of mosques in 
the East Bank stands at 1,512 and 
750 in the West Bank. In Amman 
alone, there are 450 mosques, an 
increase of 300 mosques in the 
Kingdom in the last three years. 
This calls for making available 
the imam, the preacher, the 
muazzin, the servant, water, elec- 
tricity, and maintenance for each 
mosque which would have to be 
paid by the ministry every year. 

— TTie number of cultural cen- 
tres established in the last three 
years have reached three centres, 
with a total of nine centres for 


males and eight for females. 

— The number of Koranic 
homes has reached 150. Three 
years ago, the number- was only 
70. 

— The ministry has established 
a centre for rehabilitation and bas 
finished from prepaftag*fbr the 
first phase auriculae including 
appointments. 

— The number of colleges and 
academies that the ministry fi- 
nances is seven. 

— The ministry has finalised 
the first stage of the mosque of 
the late King Abdullah at a cost 
of JD 3.25 million and has allo- 
cated JD 1.25 million more for 
the second phase. The govern- 
ment has also allocated JD 
500,000 for the mosques of 
Prophet Mohammad's disciples 
and JD 500,000 for preserving the 
Aqsa Mosque annually. 

In the light of all this, I am 
surprised to see iu the recom- 
mendation of the committee that 
the role of the Ministry of Awqaf 
in building mosques was negligi- 
ble and that its role in preparing 
preachers and imams and spread- 
ing Koranic houses and Islamic 
cultural centres was still stumb- 
ling. 

4. The agricultural sector: 

a- The agricultural sector was' 
given great attention in terms of 
1 organisation-arid support, which' 
indicates rhat the total decisions 
and measures taken by the gov- 
ernment to support the agricultu- 
ral sector and farmers, in addition 
to the size of direct and indirect 
investment in this sector, consti- 
tute in their totality an integrated 
programme to help the develop- 
ment of the farming sector. The 
government will exert all effort to 
seek all means possible to de- 
velop this sector. 

b- The government agrees with 
the recommendation of the com- 
mittee on the need to reconsider 
the institutional framework for 
institutions working in the farm- 


ing sector with ihe aim of avoid- 
ing duplication of work and for 
the coordination of efforts 
through merging the concerned 
lending institutions dealing with 
agriculture. The Royal Commit- 
tee for Administrative Develop- 
ment has studied this subject and 
laid out preliminary perceptions 
for organising public institutions 
within the agricultural sector. 

c- The government has actually 
adopted several measures to limit 
the importation of agricultural 
products that are also produced 

d- The aim of establishing the 
•Jordanian Company for Market- 
ing and Manufacturing Agricultu- 
ral Products is to organise agri- 
cultural marketing and to open 
new markets for agricultural pro- 
duce. The company has suc- 
ceeded in preserving traditional 
markets and in opening new mar- 
kers for exports in nine European 
countries. The company is cur- 
rently seeking to secure addition- 
al air transport facilities to deal 
with the increased demand for 
Jordanian products in foreign 
'markets. There are studies under- 
way for the establishment of fac- 
tories to manufacture agricultural 
products. A tender has actually 
been awarded for the establish- 
ment of a citrus, factory, in addi- 
tion to factories licensed for the 
private sector. 

e- Hie government will con- 
tinue to support the prices of 
fodder and animal feed to de- 
velop the animal wealth and to 
support the crops that need to be 
encouraged such as grain. 

f- Concerning the government 
subsidy of petrol products for 
agricultural producers who de- 
pend on underground waters, the 
government will conduct a com- 
prehensive study of the cost of 
petrol products that these pro- 
ducers depend on. and will look 
into means and possible alterna- 
tives to reduce the cost of pump- 


ing underground water within the 
available capabilities, in response 
to the committee's recommenda- 
tion. 

g- The government is con- 
cerned with reactivating exports 
and supporting them in general, 
particularly the farm exports. 

h- The government supports 
the formation of specialised coun- 
cils in which fanners would take 
part to organise the process of 
production and marketing within 
the limits of laws and observed 
regulations. Execution measures 
on this will be taken within the 
process of reconsidering the insti- 
tutional frameworks for organis- 
ing the agricultural sector in 
accordance with the committee’s 
recommendation. 

i- Farmers* short-term and 
long-term debts have been res- 
cheduled, and the treasury will 
bear the outstanding interest on 
these loans beginning 1986. 

I had demanded that a compre- 
hensive study be conducted on 
the status of agricultural loans at 
the agricultural lending institu- 
tion and the cooperative society 
and the farmers union. The study 
has been prepared and has shown 
that the total loans to fanners 
stood at JD 38.1 million, out of 
which JD 9 million are seasonal 
loans and the rest (JD 29.1 mil- 
lion) are medium-term and long- 
term development loans. 

The obtained information has 
shown that the three institutions 
have dealt with 678 debtors who 
are indebted to two institutions at 
the same time with JD 6.3 million 
of debts and that there are 68 
other debtors who borrowed 
from the three institutions at the 
same time with a total debt of JD 
607,000. The government will 
continue to study the subject with 
the aim of limiting the debts to 
one party and to unite the source 

(Continued on page 7) 



The south facade of Qasr Khar ana, with its sole entrance at centre. View of the internal courtyard and the surrounding rooms on two One of the well preserved rooms of the upper storey, showing A dose-up view of the exterior wall of the castle showing ventilation 

stories; the main entrance is at bottom-left. The small door in the Kharana’s various decorative and architectural techniques which slits, herringbone-style band of decorative brides’ and the ntsxter that 
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once covered the entire external surface of the walls. 


Kharana: The best preserved Umayyad castle, the least understood 


Text and Photos By Rami G. Khouri 
Special to the Jordan Times 

The following article is the third in a series in which the writer 
explores the" Umayyad desert castles and palaces in Jordan. 


QASR KHARANA is probably 
the structure which gave rise to 
the misnomer “desert castles" — 
for at first glance it has all the 
looks of a fortified castle built for 
defensive purposes. It remains 
one of the best preserved, most 
dramatic but also most enigmatic 
of the Umayyad desert castles. It 
is easily accessible today along- 
side the Sahab-Azraq highway, 
55 kilometres east of Amman. It 
lies on a gentle rise above Wadi 
Kharana, a tributary- of the more 
;important Wadi Sirhan, which 
was a major communication 
route in antiquity linking Syria 
and the Amman- Azraq region 
with the heartland of the Arabian 
•Peninsula. 

It is certainly the most impos- 
ing of the Umayyad desert cas- 


tles, with its thick stone walls 
interrupted by rounded interval 
and corner towers, looking very 
much like a classic Roman fron- 
tier fortress. Though only 35 
metres square. Qasr Kharana is 
all the more impressive because it 
stands two stories high, and its 
clearly delineated towers and. 
main entrance exaggerate its 
height. 

Like some other desert castles, 
it was never finished, as we know 
from several unvauked rooms on 
the north side of the second floor, 
and other upper storey rooms 
which give onto balconies that 
were never built. 

First examined by the Amer-/ 
icon traveller Gray Hill in 1896 
(who thought it was a Crusader 
fortress), Kharana was surveyed 


and excavated in 1979 by the 
American scholar Stephan Urice. 
His findings caused him to ques- 
tion the two previously dominant 
assumptions that Kharana was 
either a castle specifically built 
for defensive purposes, or a cara- 
van sen where camel caravans 
Stopped on their journeys 
through the Arabian desert. 

Though it looks like a military 
structure for its towers and high 
stone waifs with “arrow slits", 
closer examination suggests 
otherwise. The solid towers could 
not have provided defensive sta- 
tions manned by a resident garri- 
son, and instead may have been 
designed to buttress the massive 
walls. The “arrow slits” in the 
walls are unlike typical archers' 
slits which flared out towards the 
interior to offer a wide, field of 
fire (such as at Kerak, Shobak and 
Qalaat el-Raba/Ajlun castles); 
Kharana’s slits are narrow, of a 

constant width, and too high off 
Lhe floor to serve as arrow slits. 
They probably provided light and 


ventilation, as visitors quickly 
appreciate within the cool but 
draught-free interior. 

Kharana’s exterior limestone 
blocs are decorated with a con- 
tinuous band of diagonally placed 
bricks, giving a herringbone 
effect, with a double line across 
the towers and Che entrance. 
Above the window over the main 
entrance are vertical slabs of stuc- 
co decoration. 

Kharana’s internal arrange- 
ment may also help explain its 
original purpose. The single entr- 
ance on the south side leads 
through a passage flanked by two 
larse rooms with impressive 
arches; these have always been 
viewed as stables, but also may be 
storerooms. 

• The entrance, passage leads 
into a central courtyard which is 
surrounded by 61 rooms on two 
stories;' most are arranged in 
suites of four or five communicat- 
ing rooms around a large hall — a 
common arrangement in the early 
Islamic period. From the cour- 


tyard, two low-angled, long stair- 
cases flanking the entrance lead 
up to the second storey and the 
roof. From the roof, on a clear 
day you can see the village of 
Muwaqqar — 35 kilometres to 
the west. 

The second storey suites com- 
municate with one another, while 
those of the ground floor only 
communicate via the central 
courtyard. Directly above the en- 
trance passageway is a long hall 
with unique vaulting, decoration 
and fenestration. 

Some second storey rooms re- 
tain their original decorative 
stonework, including architectu- 
ral elements such as engaged col- 
onnettes, rosette friezes and 
squinches supporting semi-domes 
— decorative and construction 
techniques which reflect eastern 
influences, and which have 
caused some scholars to see 
Kharana as a Sasanian/Persian 
structure. 

A painted inscription in one of 
the upstairs rooms is dated to 


November 24, 710 A.D. and 
names a certain Abdul Malik bin 
Omar, thought to be a member of 
the entourage of Walid I on his 
way back from a trip to Mecca in 
710 A.D. The inscriptions along 
with the almost exclusively 
Umayyad pottery that was exca- 
vated, suggest that Kharana 's 
main period of occupation was 
during the Umayyad era. 

Some early and late Byzantine 
pottery sherds and three building 
stones with fragmentary Greek 
inscriptions (one is visible about 
four metres to the right of the 
entrance, at ground level), sug- 
gest there may have been a 
Byzantine building on the site, 
but the excavations turned up no 
such evidence. If there was a 
pre-Umayyad building on the 
site, its traces were completely 
destroyed when the existing 
structure was built. 

The excavations also clarified 
how Kharana’s inhabitants se- 
cured their water supply — a vital 
concern in a serai-arid environ- 


ment. There was a central cistern 
m the courtyard, plastered in 
white (as were all the internal 
walls of the building in the 
Umayyad period). The cistern 
probably stored rainwater col- 
focted on the proof, or gathered 
from “thamayir, or water-col- 
lecting wells sunk into the gravel 
.bed of Wadi Kharana — a system 
that modern nomads and farmers 
m the area still use. An open, 
plastered stone drain running out 
of the courtyard to a point about 
9.4 metres south of the qasr's 
entrance probably took wastewa- 
ter or excess cistern water out of 
the building. 

The modest water supply sys- 
tem weakens the argument that 
Kharana was a typical caravan- 
sen, which would have required a 
far bigger water storage system to 
serve camel caravans often com- 
posed of hundreds of humans and 
beasts. 

Urice believes Kharana was 
neither a defensive military for- 
tress nor a caravanseri, noting 


that it was near but not directly 
on a major trade route, and did 
not have a substantial water supp- 
ly in pools or wells, such as at 
Azraq, ’Amra, Hallabat, Mush- 
ash or Muwaqqar. 

He suggests it may have been 
designed to be used only occa- 
sionally as a political meeting 
place of sorts — where Umayyad 
era urban and tribal leaders ccmld 
gather in a facility both relatively 
rivate and easily accessible, 
uch a development may have, 
reflected changes in local political 
relationships when Marwan I 
came to power in 684 A.D. 

Another unresolved question is 
Kharana’s relationship — if any 
— to other Umayyad structures 
in the vicinity, at ’Amra, Musb- 
asb, Mushatta and Muwaqqar. 
Only future excavations and 
scholarship can clarify such issues 
~ leaving Kharana, in Professor 
Oleg Grabar’s words, as “prob- 
ably the best preserved of die, 
Umayyad desert castles, and the 
least undemood.” 
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GCC to discuss joint 
defence and security 
at summit in Riyadh 


His Majesty meets microlight pilot 
who made emergency landing in Karak 


KUWAIT (R) — Concerns over 
a further escalation in the Iran- 
■ r Iraq war are expected to dornin- 
ate the agenda of Gulf Arab 
foreign ministers who meet in 
: v'„ v £ r Riyaah on Monday to prepare for 

.,v‘% a regional summit. 

. t Since their last summit in Abu 
Dhabi in November 1986, the six 
. ^ ' \V '■ ■ i. Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
H states have been increasingly 
:_ r sucked into the seven-year con- 
flict on the side of Iraq. 

. ‘ Officials said the summit due to 

2224^::-. open on Dec. 26 would consider 
, . "--'n, joint defence and security mea- 
[|()nf sures to protect the GCC states 
13 from a spillover of the war. 

* . The heads of state would dis- 

cuss support for U.N. Security 
['J' Council Resolution 598, which 
: ;t " demands a ceasefire, and a possi- 
ble new approach to Tehran, the 

- officials said. 

; ■ . The talks take place amid pre- 

' T:- dictions of a major new offensive 
- towards the southern Iraqi city of 

- Basra by Iran, reported to have 

" ■ • massed 370,000 troops on the 

southern war front. 

Iraq said on Sunday it repulsed 
an Iranian thrust about 200 
• kilometres northeast of Basra af- 

: ■. ter a 12-hour battle. 


Bahrain, Kuwait, /Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates/ (UAE) 
formed the GCC in 1981. 

In the past year,. Iran has 
mined Gulf waters and stepped 
up attacks on Kuwaiti oil tankers, 
leading Kuwait to put half its 
tanker fleet under the American 
flag to qualify for U.S. navy 
protection. 

A build-up by toreign navies in 
the Gulf has ’thrust" the GCC 
states in the middle of superpow- 
er rivalry and clashes between the 
United States and Iran. 

GCC Assistant Secretary 
General for Political Affairs Saif 
Ai Maskari told the Qatari News 
Agency (QNA) on Saturday the 
summit would discuss increased 
military cooperation and a secur- 
ity strategy approved by GCC 
interior ministers. 

He said the talks would be 
extension of last month’s Arab 
League summit in Amman which 
criticised Iran for attacking 
Kuwait with missiles and refusing 
to accept Resolution 598. 

Kuwait has accused Iran of 
firing at least seven Silkworm 
missiles at its oil installations 
since September, one of which 


shut down its main Gulf oil ex- 
port terminal for six weeks. 

The Arab summit also up- 
braided Iran for its role in clashes 
between Iranian pilgrims and 
Saudi police in the Holy City of 
Mecca last July in which more 
than 400 people died. 

The clashes led to a sharp 
deterioration in relations be- 
tween Riyadh and Tehran and 
prompted calls by some GCC 
states for a cut in diplomatic ties. 

Mr. Maskari said earlier this 
month that UAE Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Rashid 
Abdullah received a positive rep- 
ly when he contacted Iran with an 
offer of dialogue on behalf of the 
GCC. 

But be said the initiative was 
thrown into doubt when Iran 
fired another Silkworm missile at 
Kuwait on Dec. 7. 

The summit agenda will also 
include new steps to implement a 
1981 joint economic agreement 
envisaging a common market. Mr. 
Maskari said legal and adminis- 
trative obstacles to implementing 
the agreement would be dis- 
cussed! 

The GCC states have already 
abolished customs tariffs 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Writer with agency dispatches 
«•* 

AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein on Sunday received 
Brian Milton, a British pilot who 
was forced to make an emergency 
landing on a road in Karak on 
Saturday after his microlight 
plane developed engine trouble. 

Mr. Milton, a former journalist 
and hang-gliding instructor from 
Bristol, is flying his tinv-white- 
and-orange plane from London 
to Australia. 

A spokesman for the Royal 
Palace told Reuters in Amman 
that Mr. Milton told King Hus- 
sein and His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah about his bid to 
fly the 150-kilogramme Dalgety 
Flier from London to Darwin in 
30 days. 

Mr. Milton told Reuters his 
plane, which he flew to Amman 
on Sunday after repairs, had de- 
veloped engine trouble an hour 
after leaving Aqaba on Saturday 
because of a refuelling snag. 

The engines began "sputtering 
and my heart was thumping," he 
said. “I spotted a road, circled 
lower and lower, and landed after 
waiting for a truck to pass." 

He said his main worry was 
whether his 9.75-metre wingspan 
would dear telegraph poles lining 
the Karak highway. 

Jordanian maintenance crew 



Countdown on schedule 
for new Soviet first in 
space flight history 


Brian Milton, a British mkrotight pilot who was forced to make an 
emergency landing in Karak on Saturday, talks to a Jordan News 
Agency reporter after he flew the plane to Amman on Sunday (Petra 
photo) 


and medical teams flew to his 
rescue in military helicopters 
from Amman on Saturday and 
repaired the aircraft. 

Mr. Milton left London's New 
Docklands airport on Dec. 7 to 
fly to Australia in 30 days to 
commemorate a 1919 air "race. 
But high winds flipped his 
S24.570 plane over after a landing 
on the Greek island of Kythera. 
causing a six-day delay. He now 
aims fo complete the" trip in 30 
flvinn davs. 


In an interview with the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, Mr. Milton 
described His Majesty the King 
as a “world-wide renowned 
statesman." 

He said the King was well- 
known for “his distinguished 
leadership qualities and di- 
plomacy." 

He said he had a "discussion 
with Prince Abdullah on plans of 
his flying trip. ”1 got all support 
from His Highness." Mr. Milton 
told Petra. 


Rifai replies to Lower House recommendations 


Soviet scientist Dhaka frees more detainees 
missing in India in bid to foster dialogue 


NEW DELHI (R) — India has 
ordered its diplomatic missions in 
neighbouring countries to try to 
trace a Soviet scientist who dis- 
appeared from a tour group in 
Delhi on Friday, Indian news 
agencies said on Sunday. 

Security forces were on full 
alert throughout India in the 
search for Babi Alexander. 25, a 
physicist, who went missing on a 
visit to the Karol Bagh market 
area north of the city centre. 

Police said Soviet officials had 
waited 18 hours before reporting 
Alexander's disappearance and 
Wad’’ npr.yet . supplied a photo-, 
graph ofhirir.'Tiad it been ire-’ 
ported m time, we could have 
done our best to locate the scien- 
tist," a police spokesman said. 

The police said they were 
checking hotels, hospitals and the 
international airport, and Indian 
missions had been told to check 
arrivals from Delhi. 


DHAKA (R) — Bangladesh 
freed six more political detainees 
on Sunday in a continuing 
attempt to foster peace talks with 
the opposition, which is trying to 
topple President Hossain 
Mohammad Ersbad. 

The detainees were among 
some 5,000 arrested since the 
start last month of the concerted 
campaign to overthrow the presi- 
dent. 

The release of the politicians 
coincided with a statement by 
•the United States that it hoped 
the unrest, in which Bangladesh 
has lost millions of dollars in the 
past month, would be resolved 
through dialogue. 

"The United States hopes that 
a dialogue which should include 
all political elements will lead to a 
peaceful and constitutional re- 
solution to the current situation," 
a brief U.S. embassy statement 
said. 

The official BSS news agency. 


quoting a government announce- 
ment, said those released be- 
longed to the fundamentalist 
Jammat-e-Islami, the pro-Mos- 
cow Communist Party and the 
rightwing Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party. 

BSS gave no other details. But 
Home (Interior) Ministry officials 
told journalists it was part of the 
government plan to mollify the 
opposition which has posed the 
biggest ever challenge to General 
Ershad’s six year rule. 

The political dissidents 
arrested since the start of the 
anti-Ersbad agitation on Nov. 10 
included the two main opposition 
leaders. Sheikh Hasina and Be- 
gum Khaleda Zia. 

Gen. Ershad also ordered a 
state of emergency, dissolved 
parliament and imposed restric- 
tions on news reporting after 
opposition-led strikes shook the 
country’s fragile economy. 


(Continued from page 6) 

of lending and study the possibili- 
ties of rescheduling these loans. 

The government intends, 
through existing laws, to protect 
farm ownership and to avoid its 
division. 

j- A specialised poultry and 
slaughterhouse company has 
been established with the aim of 
forming an integrated network of 
slaughterhouses and freezing 
warehouses. This company has 
already started its operations and 
the government continues to give 
attention to this sector. 

5. Services: 

The government has decided to 
stop high-cost housing projects 
and to concentrate instead on 
housing projects for low income 
citizens based on prior agreement 
with beneficiaries. The ^question 
of housing units would be reasses- 
sed within the existing laws and 
regulations. 

As for deputies who spoke on 
other issues, I have heard all what 
they had to say and have given it 
what it deserved of attention and 
concern, and I have opened to 


their speeches my mind and 
heart, listening carefully and 
comprehending most of it. These 
speeches entered my mind and 
heart, except for opinions and 
expressions made by a small num- 
ber of our brothers, that did not 
benefit or come up with anything 
new of value. They know tha~r 
answering them is an easy matter 
for me, but I will skip them, out 
of my concern for your time, and 
because the positives have over- 
whelmed the negatives, and be- 
cause of satisfaction in dealing 
with issues that reflect in real 
benefit for the citizen and coun- 
try. This is why I promise the 
council to study with the minis- 
tries and concerned official in- 
stitutions what was included in 
the speeches by the esteemed 
deputies, of clear demands and 
defined wishes which they see 
would achieve good in the in- 
terest of their constituencies or 
the Kingdom in general. I will do 
my best to do what can be done in 
respect to these demands and 
wishes. The government will con- 
tact the deputies directly to in- 
form them of measures it will 


adopt, so that they become part- 
ners in formulating derisions. 

It gives me pleasure at the end 
of this speech to repeat the gov- 
ernment’s thanks and apprecia- 
tion for the deputies, members of 
the esteemed financial commit- 
tee, for their comments and re- 
commendations, and for deputies 
who participated with their com- 
ments and opinions, thus contri- 
buting help to the government in 
carrying its great responsibilities 
in performing its message of good 
for the country and the citizen, in 
realisation of the principle of 1 
sharing responsibilities, and in 
implementation of the text of the 
constitutions, and in emphasis of 
the strong cooperation ties be- 
tween the legislative and execu- 
tive branches. The government 
will continue to be concerned 
with the implementation of the 
decisions and recommendations 
by your council, on the road of 
strength, development and 
prosperity, under His Majesty 
King Hussein and his wise lead- 
ership that lights our path and 
guards our march. 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — A 
three-man Soviet cosmonaut 
team lifts off from a Central 
Asian launch site on Monday on a 
mission to a new first in space 
history — the start of permanent 
occupation of the Mir orbiting 
station. 

Lieutenant-General Kerim 
Kerimov, in overall charge of the 
Soviet space programme, told the 

Communist Party newspaper 
Pravda on Sunday the countdown 
was proceeding on schedule. 

He said pre-meliing checks had 
been carried out in preparation 
for Monday's 1118 GMT lift-off, 
with the Soyuz TM4 spacecraft, 
which will rake the cosmonauts to 
Mir, standing ready at the Baiko- 
nur cosmodrome in Soviet Cen- 
tral Asia. 

Gen. Kerimov heads the state 
commission which will choose 
one of two teams for the flight to 
Mir, where cosmonauts Yuri 
Romanenko and Alexander Ale- 
xandrov are preparing to return' 
to earth after a record-breaking 
mission. 

Romanenko. launched to Mir 
on Feb. 6. shattered the world 
space endurance record in Octo- 
ber when he surpassed the 237- 
day longest previous stay in orbit. 

The fresh crew will spend a 
week in space with Romanenko 
and Alexandrov. Then its re- 
search scientist will depart with 
the outgoing crew, leaving a wo- 
man team aboard Mir. 

The coming mission to Mir will 


be third since its launch in 
February 1986 as the heart of 
what was designed to become the 
world's first permanently-man- 
ned space laboratory- 

A slate commission was to de- 
ride Sunday which crew is to be 
sent aloft to replace the two 
cosmonauts, and blast off is sche- 
duled at 2:18 p.m. Moscow time 
(1118 GMT) Monday. TASS 
said. 

Meanwhile. Romanenko and 
Alexandrov have been engaged 
in scientific research and in get- 
ting ready for their return home, 
the Soviet news agency TASS 
said. 

In the past several days, TASS 
said, they have conducted 
astrophysical and biomedical re- 
search, and have donned a press- 
urised suit called the "Cnibis" 
apparently to prepare them for 
leaving the zero gravity of space. 

A successful handover would 
signal (he start of the station's 
permanent occupation because it 
would take place on board Mir. It 
will also mark a new first for the 
Soviet Union, which has outstrip- 
ped the United States in space 
performance over the past two 
years. 

With the U.S. manned space 
programme grounded since the 
explosion of the shuttle Challen- 
ger in January 1986. Moscow has 
continued sending cosmonauts (o 
Mir. It has also moved into first 
place in space research and high- 
precision space photography. 


No news of fate of 7 
Abu Nidal captives 


BEIRUT (R) — Eight Euro- 
peans seized on a yacht in the 
Mediterranean bv Palestinian 
guerrillas started at least a 
seventh week in captivity on Sun- 
day with no sign they would be 
released. 

Their fate remains a mystery 
despite a pledge two weeks ago 
from the Fateh Revolutionary 
Council (FRC) to reveal results 
of their interrogation and allow a 
Red Cross visit. 

The Palestinian guerrilla group 
led by Abu Nidal has given few 
details about its captives since 
FRC official Walid Khaled 
announced on Nov. 8 they were 
seized off the Gaza Strip. 

"We have nothing new to say 
now but we might have some- 
thing this week." Khaled told 
Reuters on Sunday in the bat- 


tered Palestinian refugee camp of 
*Ain AI Hilweh in South 
Lebanon. 

Khaled said in Beirut on Nov. 8 
that seaborne FRC commandoes 
captured five Belgians, a French- 
woman and two "He brew-speak- 
ing girls, all with dual Israeli 
nationality, from a yacht. 

A spokesman for the Belgian 
Foreign Ministry said there nad 
been no news of the eight since 
the statement two weeks ago. 

A delegate of the International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
(1CRC) in west Beirut told Reu- 
ters there was "nothing new." 

Palestinian officials in Beirut 
said Abu Nidal would wait until 
Palestinian protests in the Israeli- 
occupied territories ended before 
revealing more about the cap- 
tives. 


(Continued from page 1) 

• members' observations and 
y queries. He pointed out that 
■ there was lot of interaction and 
that “other deputies who were 
not committee members were 
— able to participate in the discus- 
rs sions." 

Thus, many issues were cleared 
during the financial panel’s meet- 
ings and discussions with govem- 
merit officials," Mr. Jaabari said. 
r Deputies contacted by the Jor- 
dan Times have noted that the 
, government was very responsive 
<j and that Mr. Rifai's detailed rep- 
ly addressed all remarks and re- 
i commendations formulated by 
.the committee. 

According to Mr. Jaabari, the 
j prime minister’s speech has prac- 
tically endorsed all of the com- 
\ f i mittee's recommendations except 


Lower House’s unanimous endorsement of budget hailed 


for one concerning funds allo- 
cated for the Ministry of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs. 

In his reply, Mr. Rifai srressed 
that the funds allocated for the 
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs were “not less than those 
allocated for the same ministry in 
1987." The prime minister re- 
viewed in detail the allocation of 
funds for the ministry and its 
activities including building of 
mosques and Islamic centres. 

Following the prime minister's 
speech (which is reprinted in full 
on page 5) the deputies unani- 
mously approved the budget and 
the government’s reply to the 
committee’s report. 

In general, the committee’s re- 
port had called on the govern- 
ment to curb spending, limit fore- 
ign borrowing, support national 


industries and agriculture and to 
ease unemployment. 

Mr. Rifai responded with 
pledges to continue the govern- 
ment's policy to combat unem- 
ployment. protect the infant in- 
dustries, to support farmers and 
promote the marketing of agri- 
cultural products. He also said 
that the government had derided 
to use any installments from the 
over due Arab aid to repay the 
Kingdom's foreign debts and cov- 
er the budget deficit. 

Deputies also noted that the 
representatives who either ab- 
stained or opposed last year’s 
budget — including deputies 
Leith Shbeilat (Amman), Dr. 
Riyadh AI Nawaiseh (Karak) and 
Dr. Abdullah AI Akailleh 
(Tafileh) — had joined the com- 
mittee and participated in all of 


the discussions. 

Deputy Fuad Faraj (Jeru- 
salem) pointed out that for the 
first time members of the com- 
mittee were also allowed to speak 
during the session to express their 
views in detail over the budget 
and other issues. 

On the whole, the cooperation 
between the government and the 
Lower House was at "very good 
and high level," Mr. Jaabari said. 

Parliament watchers and de- 
puties could not be sure that the 
passage by acclamation of the 
1988 budget was unprecedented 
in the Mstory of parliamentary 
life in Jordan. According to Par- 
liament Secretary General Hani 
Kheir, who is also a former depu- 
ty, it was the first time since 1963 
that the House unanimously 
approved the government's 


budget. "There is no doubt that it 
is a great accomplishment for Mr. 
Rifai’s government,” he said. 

The chairman of the House's 
Financial Committee, Mr. Musa 
Abu AI Ragheb (Amman), said he 
could not remember exactly when 
the House last voted unanimously 
in favour of a budget but that the 
approval by acclamation reflected 
the deuties’ confidence in the 
government's policies and econo- 
mic objectives. "If it were not for 
the deputies' conviction and con- 
fidence in the government's fiscal 
policies there' would not have 
been an approval by acclamation 
of the budget," he said. 

Deputy Mufid AI Mubaslat 
(Nablus) said: "It is a great 
achievement for both the govern- j 
mem and the Lower House of 
Parliament." 


Upper House endorses supplement to budget 


World anger grows over Israeli actions 


Israelis wound 7 more Arabs 


(Continued from page I) 

rfjil* Syndicate announced that all 

Arab courts would stop work for 
V five minutes Monday morning in 
13 1 l °f die Palestinians ana in 
protest of the Israeli acts. 

The Foreign Ministry said the 
_ • protest handed over to Mr. Sas- 
’ son by a senior ministry official 
.."^pressed Egypt’s protest to 
•• ; ... what has been done, and is being 
— 6one by Israeli authorities. 

oppressive and brutal actions in 
■ . l he Gaza Strip against its PaJesri- 

; nian inhabitants.” 


of killed and hundreds of in- 
jured" in protests in the occupied 
Gaza Strip which erupted 11 days 
ago. 

It said that the “crimes being 
perpetrated by the invaders” 
were a prelude to an attack 
against the Arab states. 

"The Israeli military are mak- 
ing preparations which cannot be 
regarded otherwise than a prepa- 
ration for a new aggressive attack 
against the Arabs," TASS said. 

The TASS statement restated a 
Soviet call for a U.N.-sponsored 
international conference, includ- 


“This is a flagrant violation of ing participation by all five mem- 
the rights of the Palestinian peo- hers of the Security Council and 


■■ pie and a continuation of these 
. violations and actions will 

; . [threaten the peace process in the 
-Middle East," the protest read. 
.\V • "Egypt asks that an end be 
> put to these aggressive actions 
■ immediately, to" stop the grave 
“ ! r ' dangers that could threaten the 
..v region," the protest said. 

' : The Soviet news agency TASS 

: \ -echoed the Egyptian statement, 
' accusing Israel of carrying out 

- /(.mass repression in its occupied 
: ; territories and urging Israel to 

agree to a Middle East peace 
v conference. 

j:-''-.. : A formal statement issued late 
, * Saturday by TASS spoke of "tens 


the PLO, to solve the Middle 
East problem. 

“The way to a just and lasting 
peace in the region lies through 
the convocation of an interna- 
tional conference..." it said, 
adding that an overwhelming 
majonty of members backed such 
a meeting at the U.N. General 

Assembly. . 

‘it is time the leading circles of 
Tel Aviv heeded this voice of 
reason,” it said. 

The statement said the protests 
coincided with the signing of a 
U.S.-Israeli “memorandum of 
understanding’ 1 in military coop- 
eration which gave Israel a status 


"equal to that of the USA’s 
NATO allies. This cannot but 
encourage the adventuristic poli- 
cy of the Tel Aviv hawks." 

Syria, lauding the Palestinian 
protests in the Israeli-occupied 
territories, urged all Arabs on 
Sunday to "join the revolution in 
Palestine.” 

"What was taken by force can 
only be retrieved by force," said a 
parliamentary statement pub- 
lished in Syrian newspapers. 

In Vatican City, Arab ambas- 
sadors prayed in St. Peter's 
Square on Sunday to protest 
against Israel’s handling of the 
protests in the occupied territor- 
ies as Pope John Paid condemned 
the violence and said he felt dose 
to people suffering there. 

“The coming feast of holy 
Christmas brings alive our attach- 
ment to the land where Jesus, 
prince of peace and love, was 
bom,” the Pope said in his week- 
ly address to thousands of pil- 
grims and tourists in the square. 

"That land cannot continue 
being a theatre of violence, of 
confrontation and of injustice, 
with suffering for the population 
with whom I feel particularly 
close,” he said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

the (situation) in the occupied 
territories." he said, adding the 
Arab-Jsraeli conflict should be 
settled through peaceful talks. 

The United States has voiced 
serious concern and urged res- 
traint. But former U.N. ambassa- 
dor Jeane Kirkpatrick said the 
Reagan administration should 
not support a U.N. resolution 
condemning Israel’s actions. 

“There is a very great effort 
inside the United Nations by 
some of Israel’s enemies to define 
‘self-defence’ by Israel as an act 
of aggression and never to con- 
demn violence against Israel,” 
she said on Israel TV. 

In Bethlehem, Mayor Elias 
Freij said he was being pressured 
to cancel some official functions 
surrounding Christmas celebra- 
tions in the town (See page 2). 

Seven Protestant, Roman 
Catholic and Orthodox Christian 
youth groups and lay leaders have 
urged that celebrations be limited 
to prayer and religious services as 
a protest of Israeli measures. 

"The-problem is Israeli author- 
ities are shooting at children and 
women,' 1 said Mr. Freij, who 
predicted there would be far few- 
er tourists this year than the 
50,000 in 1986. 


The protests threatened to 
spread on Monday, when a one- 
day general strike was called by 
leaders of Israel’s 750,000 Arabs 
in sympathy with Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

About 500 Israeli Arabs de- 
monstrated in the northern 
Galilee town of Umm AI Fahm 
Sunday. "We are one people," a 
leaflet said. 

In Gaza, protesters set fire to 
an Israeli bus and stoned cars to 
enforce a strike 

Barricades of burning tyres 
were set up south of Gaza City on- 
the road leading south towards 
the Egyptian border. 

Arab motorists were forced to 
dear away barricades made of 
burning tyres, cans, rocks, and 
other debris. 

In Arab Jerusalem, all Arab 
shop owners closed their stores 
and schoolchildren stayed home 
in protest. 

Police arrested 60 Palestinians 
in connection with Saturday’s 
protests, Israel Radio reported. 
Some of the arrests were made at 
night, the radio said. 

Groups of green-uniformed 
Israeli policemen carrying night- 
sticks and M-I6 rifles patrolled 
three points along the street. • 


(Continued from page 1) 

of the Palestinian people have to 
be restored," said Mr. Nuseibeh. 

Dr. Nuseibeh urged the inter- 
national community to adopt a 
united stand in support of the 
Palestinian people's resistance 
and seek an immediate end to 
Israel’s oppressive actions against 
the Arab people. 

He said he was confident that 
His Majesty and the government 
would spare no effort to support 
the peoples' steadfastness. 

Dr. Salah commended the 
waves of uprising in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip against the 
Israeli authorities and said they 
"fill us with appreciation. These 
citizens are protesting Israel's 
iron-fist policy and are urging 
(the Jewish state) to withdraw 
from their land to leave the 
Palestinians decide their destiny 
themselves." 

He said the actions of the 
Palestinians in defending their 
rights had drawn worla-wide 
attention and condemnation of 
Israel. 

In his address. Sen. Salah said: 
“What is happening in the occu- 
pied territories, on the Arab 
World’s eastern gate (Iraq), and 
the civil strife in Lebanon is a link 
in a chain that aims at keeping the 
Arab Nation weak and seg- 
mented. Hence we have to sup- 
port the popular uprising in the 
occupied Arab territories with all 
means available to us." 

A collective Arab stand to- 
wards the situation in the occu- 
pied territories is needed in light 
of the successful outcome of the 
extraordinary Arab summit 
where Arab solidarity and unani- 
mity was demonstrated by Arab 
leaders regarding major issues of 
concern to the Arab World, the 
senator said. 

Sunday's Senate session also 
ratified two loan agreements en- 
tered between the government 
and the Saudi Fund for Develop- 
ment and the Kuwaiti Fund for 
Arab Social and Economic De- 
velopment. The first loan will be 
used for financing part of the 
'Faculty of Sciences at the Jordan 
University of Science and Tech- 


nology (JUST) and the second for 
funding part of phase two of the 
• Aqaba Thermal Power Station. 

The Senate also endorsed an 
amendment to the 1987 law gov- 
erning the activities of the Jordan 
Economic and Social Organisa- 
tion for Retired Servicemen 
(JESORS). According to Minis- 
ter of State for Parliamentary 
Affairs Sami Joudeh, the mod- 
ifications to the JESORS law 
would allow the organisation to 
extend and diversify its services in 
the fields of economic, social and 
trade activities. 

JESORS, set up in 1977, has 
been hailed by economists as one 
of the most successful enterprises 
working in the area of agricultu- 
ral projects, dairies, fisheries and 
other animal wealth projects. It 
allows retired servicemen to work 
in projects related to strengthen- 
ing national production and eco- 
nomy. 

Though enjoying an indepen- 
dent financial and administrative 
status, JESORS was operating 
under the supervision of the 
prime minister. An amendment 
introduced to the law made the 
organisation under the supervi- 
sion of the minister of defence. 
The organisation's 10-member 
board, including the director 
general, are entrusted with de- 
signing JESORS' policies and 
programmes, entering loan 
agreements with local and foreign 
parties and preparing and 
approving its annual budget. 


Other modifications to Jor- 
dan's 1987 law on servicemen as 
endorsed by the Senate on Sun- 
day gave the Armed Forces com- 
mander-in-chief the power to 
transfer officers from the rank of 
major and above into civilian jobs 
in fields within or outside the 
Armed Forces with the same 
salaries and privileges as military 
servicemen. 

The Senate also endorsed mod- 
ifications to the 1985 law on fee 
collection by Jordanian universi- 
ties. The modifications will apply 
to the existing four universities as 
well as all higher education in- 
stitutions set up in the future. The 
modifications committed foreign 
companies who are registered in 
Jordan to contribute one per cent 
of their annual net profits to the 
universities. 

These contiibutions, collected 
under one account, will be di- 
vided among the four universities 
and to be set up future institu- 
tions, according to a decision by 
the Cabinet. Hie one per cent 
contribution by foreign com- 
panies based in Amman is in line 
with contributions collected for 
the universities’ from various 
public services and from net pro- 
fits made by public and private 
shareholding companies. 

A suggestion submitted by Sen. 
Mohammad Odeh AI Qaraan to 
tackle a number of problems 
faced by Jordanian farmers was 
referred" to the government. 


Algiers hosts tripartite talks 
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mar Qadhafi in Tripoli on the eve 
of the Algiers meeting. 

According to Algeria, the ma- 
jor stumbling block in the way of 
unity among the five remains the 
conflict in Western Sahara, a 
former Spanish colony ruled by 
Rabat, where Algerian-backed 
Polisario guerrillas have been 
fighting Morocco since 1976. 

But after nearly 12 years of 
animosity, Algeria and Morocco 


are also taking steps towards set- 
tling their differences. 

Last Thursday and Friday, 
senior Algerian and Moroccan 
officials met in Rabat to prepare 
a meeting of their foreign minis- 
ters, expected next month, de- 
signed to pave the way for the 
restoration of their diplomatic 
ties. 

The official Algerian daily Ai 
Moudjahid newspaper on Sunday 
hailed the treaty as a potential 
“melting pot for future peace, 
stability and prosperity.” 




Tomba extends overall 
World Cup skiing lead 


KRANJSKA GORA, Yugoslavia (AP) — Alberto 
Tomba on Sunday won a men’s slalom ahead of his 
Italian teammate Richard Prammoton to consolidate 
his overall lead in World Cup standings. 

The fresh triumph, his fifth this Austria’s Guenther Mader, in 
season, gave Tomba 125 points third place with 1:47,27. 
overall. '34 more than Switzer- “The course was exceptionally 
land's ace Pirmin Zurbriggen. selective and difficult.” said 
Zurbriggen. the defending Tomba. 

World Cup champion, placed a “However, this has been the 
surprising fourth in a speciality best race so far in the season, 
that is not considered to be his since all the competitors pressed 
favourite. as hard as possible without tac- 

Tomba. still starting from tics," said Tomba. who fell in a 
second group with no. lb, clock- giant slalom Saturday to interrupt 
ed 1:46.35 minute to outrage his streak of four consecutive 
Prammoton bv 0.60 seconds and victories. 


The spill thwarted his attempt 
to equal a record of six straight 
victories set by Sweden's super- 
star Ingemar Stenmark in the 
1977-7S cup season. 

Tomba spent Saturday night 
celebrating his 21st birthday with 
his teammates in local discothe- 
ques. 

“I feel like celebrating my 
birthday all over again tonight 
(Sunday), said the winner, 
flashing a broad grin. 

The 23-year-old Prammoton, a 
giant slalom specailist. skied his 
best-ever slalom despite a too 
cautious first heat in which he 
lagged fifth. 


Napoli, Roma end year with feast of goals 


ROME (R) — Diego Maradona 
helped unbeaten Napoli to a 4-1 
win ‘ over a depleted Verona, 
while Massimo Agostini scored 
. twice in Roma’s 5-1 rout of Pes- 
cara in the last matches of 1987 in 
the Italian First Division on 
‘ Sunday. 

' Argentine World Cup captain 
Maradona scored once but had a 
penalty saved 10 minutes from 
- the finish. 

. However, Bruno Giordano 
sealed Napoli's success with his 
second goal of the match in the 
90th minute, allowing the defend- 
ing champions to end the year 
with a three-point lead at the top 


of the table. 

In the Milan Derby, where 
tight security was in place follow- 
ing last week’s near tragic fire- 
work hooliganism, second-placed 
A.C. Milan beat Intemazionale 
1-0 thanks to a third minute own 
goal by Riccardo Ferri. 

” With Sampdoria holding 
Juventus to a 1-1 draw in fog-hit 
Turin, after goals from Antonio 
Cabrini and Sampdoria defender 
Pietro Vierchowod. the year en- 
ded with Sampdoria, Roma. 
Juventus and Intemazionale un- 
changed in the next four places in 
the standings. 

In Rome. Franco Tancredi was 


THE BEST OFFER 
in-Aqaba and Amman 


LACOSTE 



SUBEIH FOR GARMENTS Tel. 823485 

Amman - Bayader Wadi Al Seer - MAIN Str., 

1) Opposite the mosque, 2) Near to Abu Shaqra. 
Aqaba - Cornice Str., Daman Ejtima’i Building. 
Tel. 316388 



DISCOTHEQUE 
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comes your way nightly with an absolutely 
breathtaking performance. 

DON'T MISS IT 

For Reservations please call 641361 ext 5 
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back in goal, fully recovered from 
being hit by two fireworks last 
week, to watch his Roma team- 
mate Massimo Agostino score in 
each half and Roberto Policano 
get an 89th minute goal. 

Roma's other strikes came 
from Giuseppe Giannini. and an 
own goal by Romano Galvani 
while “trying to divert a Zbigniew 
' Borne k pass. 

In Naples. Maradona's men 
went onto attack against a Vero- 
na team missing seven key play- 
ers — four of them, including 
Danish striker Preben Elkjaer. 
out through suspension and three 
injured. 


C/2 Club 

boycot 
soccer 
friendly in 
Kuwait 

BAGHDAD (R) — Top Iraqi 
soccer club Al Rashid will cancel 
a friendly match against Kuwait's 
Al Qadisiya in protest at an 
alleged assault on Iraqi national 
team players by Kuwaiti police, 
football sources have said. 

The sources at the Iraqi Foot- 
ball Association (IFA) said the 
Iraqi club would not travel to 
Kuwait for the match because of 
lack of security and in protest at 
"the aggression of Kuwaiti police 
on Iraqi players." 

An Iraqi sports newspaper re- 
ported on Saturday that members 
of the national team were attack- 
ed by Kuwaiti police and fans on 
Friday during a qualifying match 
for tne Seoul Olympics, which 
Kuwait won 2-1. 

Al Baath AJ Riyadhy, whose 
editor-in-chief is a son of Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, said three 
players and the team coach were 
beaten up by police acting “under 
the pretext of protecting the re- 
feree." 

Police intervened in the ill- 
tempered match when Iraqi play- 
ers accused the referee, an Asian, 
of being biased in favour of 
Kuwait. 



Basma Flower Gift Shop 
Wadi Saqra Street, 
Tel. 677080 
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MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS 
GOVERNMENT TENDERS DIRECTORATE 


INVITATION FOR PREQUALIflCATlON 
ZARQA RUSE1FA WATER 

AND WASTEWATER PROJECT 
CONTRACTS 3 A & 4A 

The Government Tenders Directorate invites experienced 
Jordanian contractors who have beerf'prequalified by the 
Ministry of Public Works as First Class for Water and 
Sewerage Projects and contractors experienced and 
specialized in the ’field of Water and Sewerage projects 
from USAID Geographic Code 941 who wish to be 
prequalified for the construction of Zarqa Ruseifa Water 
and Wastewater Project Contracts 3A and 4A partially 
financed by the United States Agency for International 
Development "USAID." 

The two Contracts consist of the supply and installation of 
Water and Sewerage networks of various diameters in 
Northern parts of Zarqa. 

The International Federation of Consulting Engineers 
prequalification form is obtainable from the Government 
Tenders Directorate at the Ministry of Public Works for a 
non-refundable sum of JD 25. 

The sealed envelope containing the fully completed form 
along with any other supporting documents are due at the 
Office of the Director of the Government Tenders Directo- 
rate not later than 12 noon Jordan local time on Tuesday. 
26/01/1988. 

Director, 

The Government Tenders Directorate 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Taiwan wins women’s soccer tournament 

TAIPEI Taiwan (AP) — Taiwan’s Muian squad beat the 
American Califomia-EL Calino team 2-1 Sunday and won the 
1987 Taipei International Women's Invitational Soccer Cham- 
pionship. Mulan's defender Wang Sbiow-Mien shot in a penalty 
kick in the 29th minute, and midfielder Lin Yu-Ying added 
another goal in the 68th minute. Midfielder Joy Biefeld scoredfor 
the Americans with a header in the 27th minute. In other matches 
Sunday, Bergisch Gtadbach of West Germany finished in third 
place after beating the Australian national team 2-0, and New 
Zealand defeated Canada 1-0 for fourth place. Canada finished 
fifth and Australia sixth in final round competition. 

W. German women win hockey event 

BAD NEUENAHR, West Germany (R) — Favourites West 
Germany overcame The Netherlands 10-8 in the final on Sunday 
to take the Women’s European Indoor Hockey Championship for 
the fifth time in a row. The Germans, winners since 1975, were in 
front throughout the game, managing to hang on despite frequent 
attacks by the Dutch in the second period. Beate Deiniger scored 
six goals for West Germany with Eva Hegener picking up another 
two. For The Netherlands, Lisanne Lejeune scored four times. 
West German trainer Wolfgang Stroedter said that the victory 
was some compensation for the team’s disappointing fourth place 
in the European outdoor championship in London in September. 
England, beaten by the Dutch in the semifinals earlier in the day, 
defeated Ireland 3-0 to finish third. 

Boxer charged with sexual assault 

HALIFAX (AP) — Heavyweight boxer Trevor Berbick has been 
charged with sexually assaulting a teenage girl in Halifax more 
than two years ago. the Halifax News reported. The newspaper 
says the charge, dated between Aug. 23-28, 1985. was laid against 
the former world heavyweight champion in a Halifax court on 
Nov. 26. Court offices were closed Saturday. "I have no comment 
at this time," Berbick said from his home in Myra. Florida. “I 
have no reason to worry about it. I'm a boxer. I'm concerned 
about boxing. Talk to my lawyer.’’ Berbick’s lawyer. Castor 
Williams of Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, could not be reached for 
'comment. 


WANTED 


A Mercedes, 200 or 230, customs free, 85 or 86. 

Contact 678707 or 678708 between 8.30 and 2.00. 


IOC presiden t con ten t 
with S. Korean elections 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) 
— International Olympic Com- 
mittee (IOC) President Juan 
Antonio Samaranch said on Sun- 
day that last week’s presidential 
elections in South Korea would ' 
contribute to the smooth running 
of the 1988 Seoul Games. 

“The elections were a good 
thing. People in South Korea are 
happier now than during the de- 
monstrations last summer,” 


Samaranch told a news confer- 
ence during a visit to the Davis 
Cup tennis final between Sweden 
and India in Gothenburg. 

“The Olympics are very impor- 
tant to all the people in South 
Korea," added Samaranch. 

The IOC president said the 
return of tennis as an Olympic 
sport in Seoul after 64 years was 
expected to attract all the top 
players. 


Wilander opposes doping tests 


GOTHENBURG, Sweden (R) 
— Sweden’s Mats Wilander has 
said that rumours of drug abuse 
on the professional tennis circuit 
were not true and that regular 
doping tests would only harm the 
reputation of world tennis. 

“There are no doping cases in 
tennis so there is a no reason to 
introduce tests," he told a news 
conference on Saturday after 
leading Sweden to an unassail- 
able 3-0 lead against India in the 
Davis Cup final. 

“Doping tests would unfairly 
stain the reputation of tennis be- 
cause they would suggest suspi- 
cion, a lack of trust," said Wilan- 
der, ranked number three in the 
world. 

Bur he added that if serious 
suspicions arose in the future, 
tests might become necessary. - 


Rumours of drug abuse among 
tennis professionals have promp- 
ted calls that tennis should join 
the rising number of sports which 
regularly test their elite for 
doping. 

The debate intensified after the 

elevation of tennis to an Olympic 
sport, starting with next year’s 
games in South Korea. Random 
doping tests are the practice a t 
the Olympics. 

Wilander said there was a 50 
per cent chance that he would : 
compete in Seoul. 

The prospect of winning an-- : 
Olympic medal does not excite •* 
me as much as, say. the Davis 
Cup or Wimbledon, ’’ he said.‘“It 
might take 15 or 20 years before 
the Olympic becomes a big thing 
in tennis.” 


AL-MAZRA’A 

Butchery and Supermarket 

Have you seen our special offer on all meat prices? 
Fresh local beef JD 1.700 a kilo 
Fresh local lamb JD 2.200 a kilo 
Hamburger and all kinds of steaks are available. 

7th Circle, Jaba! Amman, tel: 818301 


FLATFORRENT 

Consisting of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, two 
bathrooms, independent central heating and garden. 
Location: Jabal Amman, Fifth Circle, near the Belgian 
Embassy 

For more information call tel: 671614. 



FILIPINO CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Yu9-Yugan Sa Tyche 

When: Dec. 25. 1987 Friday (instead of Dec. 27. 1987) 

Where: Tyche Ballroom 
Time: 2:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

■Come all and join the Rlipino Xmas party, music by Jordanian nek band, 
plus seated dinner and surprises. 

Win more valuable prizes. 

Tickets are limited 

For reservation call: 647774 - Kuya Eddie, 644227 - Jean Jovero. 



EXCEPTIONALLY 

ROMERO'S 

Trie Italian Restaurant 

will be open on Friday the 25th and Friday the 1st 
Typical Christmas menu 

Please reserve: 644227 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of three bedrooms, salon, dining and sitting 
room with kitchen and 2 bathrooms. 

Location: Um Utheina, near Amra Hotel. 

For more information call 676865, 605870 during 
office hours, and 816988 in the evening. 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, central heating, garage, 
telephone, spacious, with veranda. 

Convenient location in Shmeisani, near commercial area. 

Enquiries: tel. 624719 {daytime) or 661058 (even- 



Economical, practical and reliable 

New sofa oed can be sold as a complete set « 
as a single sola DW As ro your rnoice 

'Kara 1 “ 

Amman - Jordan 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 67742(1 


PREDATOR 


ittfonpanccs 3.JU. ft.Hi. H. XI. 1030 
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Cinema 


OPERA 


DOWN AND OUT 
IN BEVERLEY 
HILLS 

Moantmon 3:30.6:15.8. 30. in 30 


Tel: 675573 




Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 


CHILDREN OF 
A LESSER 
GOD 

Performance-. 3:30. A:00. K:30. 10:30 
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Texaco to sell assets to pay 
largest settlement in Mstory 
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NEW YORK (R) -Texaco ex- 
pects to sell assets to raise the 
$5.5 billion needed to settle its 
lawsuit with Pennzoil and emerge 
• from bankruptcy, Chairman 
Alfred Decrane has said. 

“We will have to finance that," 
Mr. Decrane told Reuters in a 
telephone interview on Saturday. 
“We expect to be selling some 
assets." 

■ The two companies on Satur- 
day signed an accord under which 
Texaco would pay Pennzoil $3 
billion to settle their $10.3 billion 
dispute over Getty Oil Co. 

Texaco, the third largest oil 
company in the United States, 
would have to pay an additional 
$2.5 billion to its creditors to 
bring the company out of bank- 
ruptcy. 

Lawyers said the fact, believed 
the largest financial settlement in 
history, came after marathon 
talks among the parries involved 
in the four-year-long dispute. 

Texaco filed for protection 
under Chapter XI of the U.S. 
Bankruptcy- Code last April to 
forestall enforcement of the $10.3 


Study finds U.S. enjoying top 
tank in business ethics 



billion judgment Pennzoil was 
awarded in 19S5. 

A Texas civil court jury had 
found that Texaco interfered with 
an agreement Pennzoil had to buy 
Getty Oil Co. when it swooped in 
and bought Getrv itself for $10 
billion. 

Texaco filed for -bankruptcy 
after a court ruled it had to post a 
bond equal to the size of the 
judgment. 

Both companies said they ex- 
pected on Monday to file the 
settlement plan in bankruptcy 
court, where it is subject to 
approval by the court and Tex- 
aco's shareholders. 

“This removes the uncertain- 
ties of the past/' Mr. Decrane 
said of the accord. “Now we can 
look forward to the things Texaco 
can really do as one of" the great 
companies in the industry.” 

The company expects to under- 
take a wide-ranging financial res- 
tructuring, including the sale of 
assets and redemption of high- 
priced debt, after it leaves bank- 
ruptcy. Mr. Decrane said. 


' ; NEW YORK (R) — Even in ‘bat a severe sentence was 

. . -.././ .defeat, financier Ivan Boesky appropriate, with the fact that he 
" : drove a good bargain. Wall Street cooperated only slightly mitigat- 
~~ — - — N brokers have said. ing/’ said Mr. Micnael Metz, a 

— ^ • They said justice had been broker at Oppenheimer and Co. 
1 9 a ■served by Boesky s sentence of But Mr. Metz took a step back 

** three years in jail for his part in f rom his condemnation of 

— market W aJI Street’s biggest insider trad- Boesky. 

ing scandal, but added the sent- "To judge a man you have to 
ence would have been stiffer had know everything about him and 
he not cooperated with the gov- since only God is omniscient. 

: emmem. only God can judge," he said. 

,. D . , . (L . “Therefore, I suspend judg- 

‘ Boesky went out of his way to m ent/" 

. inform, _s<ud Ms. Matti Prima. Brokers said Boesky s three- 

- - - an investment hanker at Henry year sentence was good for inves- 
„ I,,, Ansbacher Inc. Whatever he l0rs anc j f or t h e public's view of 
". *e!: bargained for, he bargained for wall Street. 

— effectively. He s an evem better Mr. William Lefevre, senior 

deal maker than we realised. vice president at Advest Inc. 

~ -• w Ju lV C r' h m been ser y ed ; said agreed. “People will think twice 

— - .y p ^ Goldman , a broker at before thev violate securities 
* V A.G. Edwards and Sons in St. | aws y he said. 

Louis. “The prison term makes a -Finally, its over with/' said 
statement that even the high and Ms. Maria Ramirez, a managing 
mighty are not above the law and director at Drexel Burnham Lam- 
Boesky was the highest and the ^ -Maybe now it will be off 
mightiest. the frontpages."... 

The sentence strikes the* , Se 9W Alfonse d’Amato^ a r 
chord, said Mr. Monte Gordon, New York Republican who soon- 5 
research director at Dreyfus sored a bill calling for increased 


NEW YORK (AP) — A survey 
released last week by one of the 
largest U.S. accounting firms said 
the United States has the world’s' 
highest standard of business 
ethics despite some widely publi- 
cised lapses. 

Touche Ross mailed a four- 
page questionnaire in late 
September to 8,180 prominent 
American professional people in- 
cluding corporate executives of 
companies with $500 million in 
annual sales, business school 
deans, accountants, attorneys, 
bankers, clergy, engineers, law- 
makers and teacher's. 

It asked them to name and 
rank the five countries that have 
the highest standards of business 
ethics. The respondents chose the 
United States. England, Canada. 
Switzerland and West Germany, 
in that order. 

Among other findings, survey 
respondents said the industries 
with the best ethical standards are 
commercial banking, utilities, 
and pharmaceutical makers. The 
survey shows the American mid- 
west the most ethical region and 
the east the least and that men 
are no less erhical than women. 

As of late October when the 
results were compiled, the 
accounting firm had received 
1.107 questionnaires back, which 
spokeswoman Amy Levin called 
a high response rate. 

Although surveys on corporate 
ethics have proliferated in reac- 


tion to the Wall Street insider 
trading scandal and other busi- 
ness embarrassments, Ms. Levin 
said-the Touche Ross survey was 
more comprehensive and author- 
itative than most. 

“I think a lot of other surveys 
go to managers or people not soi 
high up," she said. "As an 
accounting firm, we thought we’d 
have a kind of objective perspec- 
tive.” 

She said it was coincidental 
that the survey was released one 
day before Ivan F. Boesky. a 
stock speculator 3t the centre of 
the insideT trading scandal, was to 
be sentenced for conspiracy- to lie 
to ihe Securities and Exchange 
Commission. 

“Though respondents believe 
almost unanimously that the busi- 
ness community is troubled by 
ethical problems, they are very 
far from seeing a wholesale 
breakdown in American business 
ethics today.” a synopsis of the 
survey said. 

Fifteen per cent believe U.S. 
business is highly ethical. 81 per 
cent believe ins reasonably ethic- 
al and only three per cent regard 
it as unethical, the survey 
showed. 

Sixtv-two per cent of respon- 
dents agreed with the statement 
that "compared to 100 years ago, 
the age of the robber barons, 
business ethics are definitely bet- 
ter today.” 


LONDON (R) — OPEC is at a crossroads. The next 
few weeks will determine whether it can convince a 
sceptical world oil market that it can keep charging 
$18 for a barrel of oil, senior OPEC sources say. 

The sources say they believe Free market prices plunged 
that the group has the cohesion to under $15 a barrel last week 
stick to the letter of a makeshift because traders think the group 
price and production pact ham- will pump well over the agreed 
mered out in Vienna last week to 15.06 million barrels per day (b/d) 
maintain its $18 reference price ceiling, and some might offer 
for the first half of next year, discounts from the official ben- 
But oil traders say that unless chmark price, 
the group ends the price discount- They later recovered, but the 
ing and overproduction that have market is still nervous and very 
eroded the group's control of the wary about the group’s political 
market, prices could tumble to will because of in-fighting be- 
less than $12 a barrel in a rerun of tween Iran, which wants to raise 
the I9S5-S6 market collapse. prices to $20, and Gulf states 
“We are all serious," one which back Tehran’s Gulf war foe 
senior OPEC source said. “But Iraq. 

let's see how member states be* Iraq refused to be party to the 
have. The next three weeks will Vienna pact and has rejected 
be crucial.” every quota offered it since mid- 

He and other senior figures in 19S&. when Iran and Saudi Ara- 
the Organisation of Petroleum bia forged a new output agree- 
Exportfng Countires (OPEC) ment to drain the surplus from 
fear that the group may have to world oil markets and boost 
call an emergency meeting in prices. 

February or March if prices con- Iraq demands a quota equal to 
rinue the tail-spin that followed Iran's 2.369 million b/d and is 
the Vienna accord. pumping dose to 2.5 million b/d. 

The next scheduled meeting is way above the 1.54 million b/d 
in June. ' quota it rejects. This kind of 


disregard for quotas led to the 
1985-86 oil price collapse. 

OPEC sources say the root of 
OPEC’s problems is the Iran-lraq 
war, with Gulf states seeking to 
isolate Iran and minimise its' in- 
fluence in the organisation. 

By their account. Gulf states 
sought at the Vienna meeting to 
give Iraq the quota parity it de- 
manded and reach a 1 2-state 
agreement, with Iran refusing to 
sign. 

They reasoned that because 

Iran needs cash to finance its war 
with Iraq, it would not flood the 
market with crude and depress 
prices, even if it could, given 
Iraqi attacks on Iranian oil in- 
stallations. 

But they failed. OPEC’s moder- 
ate bloc, which includes members 
from Latin America. Asia and 
Africa, rejected Iraq's attempt to 
effectively accord itself the quota 
it wanted*, the OPEC sources say. 

This bloc is now angry at Gulf 
states and is waiting to see 
whether they will adhere to their 
quotas and the OPEC-mandated 
price or will continue to behave, 
in the w ords of one senior source, 
as another organisation within 
OPEC. 


Some OPEC figures fear that 
Gulf states might be more con- 
cerned about isolating Iran than 
defending the oil price. 

They reason that Gulf states 
have the biggest oil reserves and 
healthiest economies in OPEC 
and could afford to ride out a 
price collapse if it meant 
emptying Iran’s war chest, 
Several Gulf states, notably the 
United Arab Emirates, have’pro- 
duced massively above quota, 
undermining the united front the 
group says'it wants to present to 
the world oil market. 

To counter this, OPEC Presi- 
dent Rilwani Lukman has prop- 
osed that a Duich company be 
used to monitor output, instead 
of relying on the often inaccurate 
output figures member states 
send to the Vienna headquarters. 

Senior OPEC sources say all 
member staes have agreed to this, 
but whether or not the firm is 
allowed to carry out its work in 
the Gulf remains to be seen. 

independent verification that 
OPEC was producing at its ceil- 
ing would give prices a sharp 
boost, but any refusal by a mem- 
ber state to allow the auditors to 
carry out their work would be 
disastrous. OPEC sources sav. 


Survey shows wide variation in world food prices 


Mozambique expects economic 
growth to rise by 6% in 1988 


55 o. • 
e ever."; 


i Corp. ‘Jlumplies that had Boesky 
" not cooperated with the govem- 
- ment, his term could have been 
Jonger. But considering the ex- 
tensive cooperation he is re- 
1 ported to have given, it's reason- 
able.” 

- Boesky had faced 3 maximum 
penalty of five years in jail and a 
$150,000 fine for conspiring to 
make false statements to the gov- 
ernment. 

; But federal judge Morris Las- 
ker did not fine Boesky. who paid 
$100 million in November 1986 to 
settle civil insider trading charges 
brought by the Securities and 
Exchange "Commission (SEC). 

"I’m a great believer that 
white-collar crime is as vicious, 
venal and reprehensible as crimes 
of violence and therefore I feel 


penalties for insider trading, said 
the sentence showed how strong 
the law was regarding stock 
fraud. 

"Those who engage in insider 
trading are nothing less than 
thieves who seriously undermine 
the integrity of our nation’s capit- 
al markets!" he said. 

Mr. John Dingell, the chair- 
man of the House of Representa- 
tives Energy and Commerce 
Committee, said the sentence was 
a “fitting punishment for a crime 
which seriously undermined our 
financial market system." 

“Theft of assets through the 
manipulation of stock is no less a 
crime than bank robbery at gun- 
point, and such crimes should be 
treated fairly.” the Michigan 
Democrat said. 


MAPUTO (R) — Mozambique, 
wracked by prolonged rival war 
but now emerging from economic 
collapse with 'aid of an Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) re- 
covery plan, says it will achieve 
six per cent growth next year. 

Prime Minister Mario Machun- 
go said on Friday growth was four 
or five per cent in 1987 — higher 
than forecast. 

Mr. Machungo told parliament 
the first year of Mozambique's 
three-year recovery programme 
had been a success but said the 
country’s problems were far from 
resolved. 

“When you compare our ex- 
ports of $105 million with our 
imports of $752 million, the con- 
clusion we can draw is that our 
economy is in very bad shape,” 
he said in his 1988 budger speech. 

Mozambique, whichjoined the 
IMF in 1984, agreed in May to 
sweeping changes in economic 
policy, including two massive de- 
valuations, a cut in the budget 
deficit, tight controls on credit 
and subsidies and stiff price rises. 

The aim was to reverse a catas- 
trophic economic slide in which 
gross national product fell by 11 
per cent a year from 1981 to 1985. 

The plan opened the way for a 
20-year rescheduling of $800 mil- 
lion of Mozambique’s debts by 


the Paris Club and to increased 
3id commitments by donor na- 
tions to cover essential imports. 

IMF studies estimate that 
Mozambique will continue to 
need external aid of around $1 
billion a vear until well into the 
1990s. 

Exports of cotton, sugar, 
cashews, tea and other commod- 
ities are running at less than half 
the level of the early 1980s and 
are unlikely to recover fully until 
an 11-year war waged by right- 
wing rebels is ended. 

The IMF estimates rh3t 
Mozambique's debt repayments 
are more than double its earnings 
from exports and services. Bv 
1991 the debt service ratio will 
fall slightly but will still be 135 per 
cent. 

Mr. Machungo said industrial 
output went up 18 per cent this 
year while agriculture stagnated 
and transport fell by eight per 
cent. 

He blamed the problems on 
disruption by anti-govemment re- 
bels who have paralysed large 
areas of the countryside, cut rail 
links and frequently attacked 
road convoys. 

Parliament on Saturday 
approved two bills giving amnesty 
to rebels who lay down their arms 
and repent between now and the 
end of next year. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Amer- 
ican consumers often get food 
bargains that aren't available 
overseas, but an Agriculture De- 
partment survey shows it pays to 
shop around. 

For example, a recent U.S. 
Department of Agriculture 
(USD A) survey showed a “mar- 
ket basket” of food costing 
$49.74 in Washington, D.C.. was 
$122.90 in Tokyo. But the same 
items cost only $24.30 in Brasilia, 
the capital of Brazil. 

Of grocery prices checked by 
LISDA attaches and counsellors 


in 16 world capitals, eight of the 
foreign grocery baskets cost more 
than in Washington, while seven 
cost less. 

In addition to Tokyo, the capit- 
als where groceries cost more, 
included: Bern, Switzerland, 
$97.91: Bonn. West Germany, 
$54.59: London. England, 
$56.31: Madrid. Spain. $55.73; 
Paris, France, $58.05: Rome, Ita- 
ly , $60.92; and Stockholm, 
Sweden. $97.12. 

Groceries cost less in Brasilia 
and in Buenos Aires. Argentina. 
$28.71; Canberra, Australia, 


$34.39; Mexico City. $27.92: 
Ottawa. Canada. $4*7.01: Pre- 
toria. South Africa. $35. 9o and 
Seoul. South Korea. $47.27. 

The survey is informally per- 
formed by the department's Fore- 
ign Agricultural Service in May 
and November each year. It is not 
claimed to be statistically repre- 
sentative of food prices in the 
countries. 

"It is important to keep in 
mind when comparing these 
prices that they reflect purchases 
more typical of U.S. consumers 
rather than those of other capit- 


als.” the agency said in its report. 

The costs of individual food 
items were derived by averaging 
retail prices for each item taken 
from randomly sampled super- 
markets within each capital’s 
metropolitan area, the report 
said. 

Prices were expressed in U.S. 
dollars convened at currenr ex- 
change rates. 

The agency reported prices of 
items sold by weigh*, in terms of 
dollars per kilogramme, which is 
about 2.2 pounds. 


Brazilians react strongly to resignation of finance minister 


RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
Politicians, businessmen and 
labour leaders reacted strongly 
Saturday to the resignation of 
finance minister. Luiz Carlos Bres- 
ser Pereira, saying the move 
threatens to deepen political and 
economic problems. 

ft was the third change of a 
finance minister since President 
Jose Sarney took office in April 
1985 as Brazil's first civilian lead- 
er since a 1964 military coup. 

“Creditors are not willing to 
finance a country without govern- 
ment,” said Rio’s Jom3l Do Bra- 
sil. quoting an unidentified bank- 
ing source in New York. 

Also leaving the government 
are central bank president Fer- 
nando Millet and foreign debt 
negotiator Femao Bracher. who 
wa's in New York meeting with 
private banks. 

Mr. Francisco Domelles and 
Mr. Dilson Funaro preceded Mr. 
Bresser Pereira as finance minis- 
ters. President Samey’s cabinet 


has had 27 changes. 

“This is disastrous. We just 
begun interpreting the economic 
thinking of the minister and ev- 
erything changes,” said Mr. 
Mario Amato, president of the 
powerful Federation of Industries 
of Sao Paulo. 

Mr. Gilmar Cartieiro, director 
of the Central Workers Union, a 
leftist group that claims to repre- 
sent some 17 million of Brazil’s 54 
million workers, said Mr. Bres- 
ser's resignation “is another step 
to chaos/’ 

Mr. Antonio De Padua Rocha 
Diniz, president of the Brazilian 
Federation of Bank Associations, 
said Mr. Bresser Pereira was 
“just a victim of the political 
disorder reigning in the country.” 

Mr. Bresser Pereira attributed 
his resignation to lack of political 
support. 

"To fight the problems of this 
country' you have to maintain a 
firm stand, and this is impossible 
with a weak government/’ he 


said Saturday, speaking with re- 
porters in Sao Paulo. 

Earlier in Brasilia, the capital, 
he spoke of an "ethical" dispute 
with President Samey over tax 
reform. 

He said President Sarney re- 
fused to approve an economic 
plan that would impose heavy 
taxes on capital earnings, a mea- 
sure that would mainly affect the 
upper-middle and upper classes, 
small segments of Brazil's 
population' of 141 million. 

Mr. Bresser Pereira's plan 
would have meant closing several 
unprofitable governmental com- 
panies and firing thousands of 
public servants. 

He also tried to limit public 
spending estimated at six per cent 
of Brazil’s $300 billion annual 
gross national product. 

During his seven-month te- 
nure, Mr. Bresser Pereira could 
not stop Brazil’s runaway infla- 
tion. which returned to a rate of 
300 per cent. 

The resignation means new 


problems for President Samey, 
already on shaky ground with the 
Brazilian Democratic Movement 
Pam\ the majority in the con- 
gress. 

Mr. Bresser Pereira was the 
party choice to replace Mr. Fu- 
naro. 

• The new minister is Samey’s 
problem. We won’t interfere, but 
we also are putting more distance 
between us and the president,” 
said Mr. Ulysses Guimaraes, the 
party's president and a leading 
congressmen. 

Brazilian media said the gov- 
ernment's lack of credibility 
could endanger an agreement 
reached with foreign banks on 
repayment of $4.5 billion in in- 
terest due this year on Brazil's 
external debt of $112 billion. 

Mr. Mailson Ferreira De Nob- 
rega, the second in command at 
the finance ministry, is to head 
the post until a new minister is 
named. He said on Friday that 
the resignation would not affect 
the accord. 
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Seoul opposition in shambles 
ahead of general elections 


Kampala accuses Kenya 
of harassing Ugandans 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea’s fragmented opposition 
is in a shambles after its defeat in last week’s 
presidential election while the ruling party is already 
preparing for general elections next year, political 
analysts say. 


“We want to start negotiations 
on revising parliamentary elec- 
tion Jaws, even next week, but 
the problem is that the opposition 
is not prepared for anything con- 
structive yet,” an official of the 
Democratic Justice Party (DJP) 
told reporters on Sunday. 

The opposition, led by unsuc- 
cessful presidential candidates 
Kim Young-Sam and Kim Dae- 
Jung, has brushed aside post- 
election overtures from the gov- 
ernment party and vowed to top- 
ple its chief, Mr. Roh Tae-Woo, 
as president-elect. 

Both Kims and dissidents ac- 
cuse Mr. Roh of stealing the 
election through nationwide poll- 
rigging. a charge denied by the 
ruling camp. 

While still suffering from a 
seemingly irrevocable rupture be- 
tween the two Kims, the opposi- 
tion rejected calls from Mr. Roh, 
President Chun Doo Hwan's pro- 
tege, to meet him as soon as 
possible to discuss democratic re- 
form and “national reconcilia- 
tion." 

Opposition forces, demanding 
the nullification of the election, 
pledged to thwart the handover 
of power next February when Mr. 
Chun steps down at the end of a 


seven-year mandate given him by 
a small Electoral College. 

Wednesday's election was 
South Korea's first direct, open 
presidential vote for 16 years. 

The two Kims have come 
under increasing fire from the 
media and former supporters for 
failing to settle on a single candi- 
date against a strong government 
contender. 

If they had agreed, critics note, 
an opposition victory would have 
been a foregone conclusion with 
its call for an end to what it says is 
military rule. 

Young mavericks in the 
opposition have already started a 
campaign against the two Kims, 
urging them to relinquish their 
leadership. 

About a dozen members of 
parliament, who previously be- 
longed to both Kims' factions, 
accuse their former bosses of 
destroying the opposition 
through personal ambition. 

They have pledged to build 
their group into a sizable force for 
“new generation politics.” 

“But the dilemma is that there 
are no viable would-be new lead- 
ers in the opposition.” said repre- 
sentative Park Chan-Jong. a lead- 


India reportedly to buy 
Soviet nuclear reactors 


NEW DELHI (R) — India plans 
to buy at least three ennehed 
uranium-fuelled nuclear reactors 
from the Soviet Union and open 
them to international inspection, 
the Sunday Mail reported. 

The newspaper, which did not 

S uote sources for the report, said 
ie decision marked a departure 
from India’s natural uranium or 
heavy water-based nuclear power 
programme. 

India would have to allow fore- 
ign inspection of Soviet-built 
plants because Moscow has 
signed the London agreement 
which seeks to ensure that en- 
riched uranium, an ingredient of 
atomic bombs, is not misused, the 


newspaper said. Indian officials 
could not be reached for com- 
ment. 

India, which exploded what it 
called a peaceful nuclear device 
in 1974, has not signed the nuc- 
lear non-proliferation treaty 
(NPT), which requires interna- 
tional inspection of nuclear 
plants. 

India has accused neighbouring 
Pakistan of having a nuclear 
weapons programme, a charge 
denied by Islamabad. 

The Sunday Mail said Delhi 
would buy three 440-megawatt 
reactors and take an option on 
another six. It gave no details of 
cost or delivery dates. 


Denmark to probe reports of 
U.S. H. bomb in Greenland 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — The government will 
order an inquiry into a report that 
hydrogen bombs from the crash 
of a U.S. Air Force plane 20 
years ago lie on the seabed off the 
coast of Greenland, media re- 
ports said Saturday. 

“We have already started an 
investigation and contacted U.S. 
authorities. We will go all the way 
and talk to everybody who had 
anything to do with the case at 
the time," Foreign Minister Uffe 
Ellemann-Jensen was quoted as 
saying by the Copenhagen daily 
Berlingske Tidende. 


He added that he found it 
unlikely that there would still be 
unexploded hydrogen bombs on 
the seabed off the Arctic island 
after the accident in January 
1968, when a U.S. B-52 strategic 
bomber with four bombs crashed 
south of Thule in north western 
Greenland. 

Two Greenland members of 
the Danish parliament called for 
an investigation of the case ear- 
lier this week following a report 
by Danish television showing pur- 
ported underwater photo^aphs 
of hydrogen bombs in the sea 
near the U.S. Thule Air Base. 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Both vulm-rablc. as. South 
you hold 

♦ 1053 ?8fi >873 4AQ.II06 
Part/UTopt-ns lh<; bidding with one* 
no trump What action d>* you 
LakoV 

A. — In u-rms «•!’ point count pun- 
and >inipk\ ywi probably sh>>iiliJ 
pa.ss. This, huwvvur, i*- lla- linn* m 
lot loRic prt-wul iait points Yuur 
hand rates u» prodim* four or five 
tricks for partner, illiii-h makes u a 
belter hand than many H>- 

pointers. Wt* would jtanible <>n 
three no trump. 

Q.2 — Hoth- vulnerable. ;is Suilh 
voii hold. 

♦KQ73 "Jf.5 .K95 4KJ3 

The bidding has proeet-ded 
North East South West 

1 ? Pass I ♦ Pass 

2 'T‘ Pass ? 

U’hat do you hid now"' 

A.— Donut fall Into the trap of bid 
dmfi some number uT no trump be- 
cause } - i»u have a balanced hand. 
Partner's rebid virtually guaran- 
tees a six-card suit, so his hand is 
unbalanced. •Tump in four hearts 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQJ63 7AQ952 ■76 *5 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West. North East 

1 * Pass 2 v Pass 

2 7 Pass 3 * Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Would wc try to trap you? 
There ts no reason not to make the 
bid that describes your hand best. 
You have not yet told partner that 
you have five hearts, sn go 
ahead— bid three hearts. 


Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦K85 :9 vKQ762 ♦KJ63 

The bidding has p rmr-eded: 

North East South West 

1 ♦ Pass 2 v Pass 

2 NT Pass 7 

What do you bid now" 

A. — Even if you play four -card 
miyors, SorthVtwo no trump rebid 
d»<es not necessarily deny a five- 
card spade suit — he might just be 
saving that he has a balanced hand 
suitable for no trump play without 
ihnr-card diamond support. How- 
ever. it is ymirjub to probe for the 
best game contract, and you ran do 
lhai by bidding three spades 


Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold- 

♦7 7AKQSS2 !A 93 +KJ7 
Yuur riglu-haml opponent opens 
l lt<* luddmK with one spude. What 
actum do you lake'.' 

A.— Your hand i.Niun strong for an 
i«\rrcall of tun hearts The correct 
action is to double first, intending 
tu hid hearts next over any bid 
your partner makes. 

Q.6— Ruth vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦Q762 7873 79€-l 41042 

Partner opens the bidding with two 
no trump What action do you 
take - ’ 

A. — Even if your range is 22-24 
points, your combined total at most 
is 2G. While that is usually enough 
for game, lhar is not the ease when 
the weak hand is possibly 
entryless and you have io keep 
leading from the strong hand. Pass. 


er of the anti-Kims campaign. 

Opposition parties also could 
not easily afford a leadership 
shakeup a few months before 
parliamentary elections, Mr. 
Park said in a telephone inter- 
view. 

The elections are scheduled for 
between February and April 
under a bipartisan agreement last 
year. 

“The opposition should work 
very hard and fast if they want to 
repeat their successes of the 1985 
general elections." political 
analyst and Seoul University Pro- 
fessor Kim Sang-Kook said. 

In 1985, Kim Dae-Jung and 
Kim Young-Sam collaborated 
and stunned the government 
when their hurriedly-formed par- 
ty emerge as the main parliamen- 
tary opposition. 

“Now there is no end in sight to 
a continuing split between the 
two Kims. They may suffer 
another humiliation in the com- 
ing elections,” Professor Kim 
said. 

Mr. Roh’s party wants to open 
a newly-elected parliament at ab- 
out the same time that his admi- 
nistration is inaugurated. 

The opposition, apparently 
needing more time to organise, 
wants elections in April. An 
opposition parliamentaiy major- 
ity would limit the power of the 
Rob administration. 

The country's new constitu- 
tion. ratified overwhelmingly by a 


national referendum in October, 
has cut the sweeping emergency 
powers enjoyed by the president 
and increased the authority of 
parliament, including the right to 
supervise and investigate the 
administration's execution of 
.state affairs. 

In Washington, President 
Ronald Reagan said Saturday he 
has congratulated Mr. Roh on his 
victory and urged the opposition 
to work with him toward national 
reconciliation. 

“South Korea has taken a great 
stride toward full democracy. For 
the first time in 16 years, they 
voted in a direct election for their 
president,” Mr. Reagan said in 
his weekly radio address. 

“Ninety per cent of the countiy 
turned out to show its commit- 
ment for the democratic process. 

“The most important victory is 
for democracy,” he said. “As 
Americans know, and as Koreans 
are finding out. elections have 
losers as well as winners. The 
essence of democracy is the wil- 
lingness to accept the results and 
perhaps to try again at the next 
election. 

“I particularly welcome Mr. 
Rob's calls for reconciliation as 
he undertakes to form a govern- 
ment with broad national sup- 
port,” Mr. Reagan added. “We 
look forward to continuing coop- 
eration in security and trade and 
competing in next September's 
Olympics in Seoul. 


LUSAKA (R) — Zambian Presi- 
dent Kenneth Kaunda sought on 
Sunday to defuse a bitter border 
dispute between Uganda and 
Kenya as the Ugandan govern- 
ment accused its neighbour of 
harassing its nationals. 

Mr. Kaunda, chairman of the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU), met Ugandan Foreign 
Minister Ibrahim Mukiibi m 
Lusaka after armed clashes be- 
tween Kenyan and Ugandan secur- 
ity forces at their border last 
week led to the frontier being 
closed. 

Uganda said two of its soldiers 
and 10 civilians were killed during 
the three-day confrontation, but 
Kenya said up to 30 Ugandan 
troops died. No fatalities were 
reported on the Kenyan side. 

As the Lusaka talks got under- 
way, the Ugandan government. 


in a statement read out on state 
radio, said Kenya was arresting, 
harassing and expelling its diplo- 
mats and businessmen. 

Last Friday, Kenya expelled 
Uganda’s high commissioner and 
his deputy, accusing them of 
making undiplomatic statements 

The Ugandan statement said 
the two diplomats, Charles 
Katungi and Samson Bigombe, 
had been arrested, searched and 
harassed before being expelled. 

It said private Ugandan 
businessmen and officials of the 
state-owned coffee and cotton 
marketing boards normally based 
in the Kenyan port of Mombasa 
had been ordered to leave the 
country. 

Offices of the two marketing, 
boards had been broken into, 
ransacked and looted by Kenyan 
Security Forces, it added. 


Soviets blast nuclear device 


MOSCOW (AP) — The Soviet 
LInion on Sunday set off an 
underground nuclear explosion at 
the Semipalatinsk test range on 
the steppes of Central Asia, the 
Soviet News Agency (TASS) re- 
ported. 

The blast, which TASS said 
had a yield of up to 20 kilotons, 
was at least the 21st Soviet test 
explosion this year, and the 
second within a week. 

TASS said the latest test blast, 
at 6 a.m. Moscow time (0300 
GMT) was conducted “to check 
the results of research in the field 
of nuclear explosion physics.” It 
did not elaborate. 

Last Sunday, TASS reported a 


test blast at Semipalatinsk with a 
yield of between 20 and 150 
kilotons, which it said was con- 
ducted to improve Soviet military 
equipment. ^ 

The Soviet Union' tended a un- 
ilateral testing moratorium on 
Feb. 28. It had observed a tea 
freeze for 19 months prior to that 
blast and bad made repeated calls 
on the United States to join in the 
moratorium as a step to disarma- 
ment. 

The two nations have 
embarked on negotiations in 
Geneva to end nuclear testing, 
but so far have not come to any 
agreement. 


Philippine military vows 
more attacks on pirates 


Thatcher, Gorbachev chosen 
U.K.’s most admired people 


MANILA (R) — Soldiers drop- 
ped leaflets over islands in south- 
ern Philippines on Sunday urging 
Muslim pirates to surrender after 
killing 20 of them in three days of 
air. sea and ground assault, the 
military said. 

Southern Commander Maj.- 
Gen. Cesar Tapia said three sol- 
diers were killed and two para- 
military troopers were wounded 
in a fierce battle on Friday with 
about 50 bandits believed linked 
to Muslim secessionists. 

In Manila, Chief of Staff 
General Fidel Ramos said the 
countiy would become stable by 
1988, citing government victories 
against military coup plotters and 
Communists during 1987. 

In central and southern Philip- 
pines, gunmen killed two mayoral 
candidates in separate incidents 
on Friday, adding to the political 
violence that has marred the cam- 
paign for the Jan. 18 local govern- 
ment elections. 

The killings of the two candi- 
dates in Negros Oriental and 
Lanao Del Sur provinces brought 
to 11 the number of candidates 
killed in the 20-day-old cam- 
paign. 


Dole has no 
qualms if 
wife ran with 
Bush 

WASHINGTON (R) — Republi- 
can presidential candidate Bob 
Dole said on Saturday he would 
not mind if his wife ran on a 
presidential ticket with Vice Pres- 
ident George Bush, if his chief 
rival won his party’s nomination. 

“I'd be for it,” the Senate 
Republican leader told an inter- 
viewer on Cable News Network’s 
when asked for his reaction if Mr. 
Bush asked Elizabeth Dole to run 
with him. 

Sen. Dole, a Kansas Republi- 
can, has often joked about a 
“Dole and Dole” ticket if he wins 
the Republican presidential 
nomination. His wife quit as 
transportation secretary in the 
Reagan administration to help 
her husband in his campaign. 

In another development, a 
Newsweek magazine poll showed 
Americans are divided on 
whether former Senator Gary 
Hart was wise to rejoin the 
Democratic presidential race but 
70 per cent say his acquaintance 
with a model would be an impor- 
tant factor in deciding to vote for 
him. 

Forty-nine per cent of the 707 
Americans surveyed on Thursday 
and Friday think Hart’s com- 
eback is courageous while 41 per 
cent consider it unwise, the poll 
showed. 

Mr. Hart re-entered the race 
for next year's presidential elec- 
tions on Tuesday. 


Gen. Tapia, in a telephone 
interview from Zamboanga, said 
the military would resume bom- 
bardment of pirates' hideouts in a 
cluster of islands near that south- 
ern city, 875 kilometres south of 
Manila, if the pirates did not 
surrender on Sunday. 

“We dropped leaflets that will 
be respected as safe conduct pas- 
ses to the people and we are 
telling them that they sling their 
guns on their backs without the 
magazines,” Gen. Tapia said. 

hope the armed group gives 
permission to innocent people to 
get out,” Gen. Tapia said, “if 
they don’t, we will assume that 
there are no civilians in the area 
and we will attack.” 


LONDON (R) — British Prime 
minister Margaret Thatcher and 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
are the woman and man Britons 
admire most in the world, accord- 


men. women and sports people 
they most admired. 

Irish pop star Bob Geldof, 
whose Band Aid charity concerts 
raised millions of pounds sterling 


ing to a current popularity poll, for the starving in Ethiopia, was 
Mrs. Thatcher, 62, the Con- the second most admired man 
servative Party leader who will after Mr. Gorbachev. 


become Britain’s longest serving 
prime minister in January, beat 
crusader for the poor. Mother 
Theresa, for first place. 

Britain's Queen Elizabeth was 
voted third and her daughter 
Princess Anne was fourth, 
according to the Gallup poll pub- 
lished by the Sunday Telegraph 
newspaper. 

The poll, conducted between 
Nov. 30 and Dec. 8, asked 966 
people throughout Britain which 


Church of England envoy Ter- 
ly Waite, who has been missing in 
Lebanon for II months was third, 
followed by the heir to the British 
throne. Prince Charles and Pope 
John Paul II, • 

British snooker champion 
Steve Davis and motor racing 
driver Nigel Mansell were the two 
most admired sponmen and jave- 
lin thrower Fatima Whitebread 
was the most admired sports- 
woman. 


Pinochet: Gorbachev is fooling the world 


LONDON (R) — Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev is fooling the 
whole world and subversion and 
terrorism in Chile are traceable to 
Moscow, Chilean President Au- 
gusta Pinochet said in a rare 
interview. 


terrorism, for tactical purposes so 
as not to frighten people.” 

The Telegraph said Gen. 
Pinochet made dear he would do 
everything in his power to pre- 
vent a return of socialism in 
Chile, but he thought “a lbng 


The Sunday Telegraph inter- "time will be necessary before 
view with the 72-year-old army Democrats realise they are being 


general was billed as the first he infiltrated from the extreme left.” 
has given a British journalist for Gen. Pinochet, whose govern- 
10 years. ment has been ostracised by 

"‘The evil is managed by Mos- many others because of persistent 
cow," the Telegraph reported allegations of human rights 
Gen. Pinochet as saying. abuses, said it was “a problem of 

“Gorbachev is making a fool time to get over the torture 
out of everybody — in tne whole image." 
world he is as Communist as Various Western public rela- 
Stalin and Lenin were." tions companies haa offered to 

Gen. Pinochet toppled the. improve the Chilean image, “but 
elected Marxist government of I refused 1 would rather spend the 


Salvador AJJende in September 
1973. He plans for militaiy rule to 
be replaced by a form of demo- 
cracy in 1989 when Chileans will 
vote on a presidential candidate 
nominated by military chiefs. 

Asked whether the Chilean 
elections would be accompanied 
by terrorism, he said that Mos- 
cow would issue orders to “cut 


pesos on the welfare of the Chi- 
leans.” 

He said “there has not been 
torture" in Chile under his rule, 
and that the government would in 
future, “reject every harsh mea- 
sure.” 

The Chilean leader, whose 
free-market economic policies 
have won praise from the interna- 


tional financial community, said 
he agreed with the radical econo- 
mic policies of British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher. 

“It is comforting to know that 
our successes are being repeated 
in other countries,” he said. 

Meanwhile Adm. Jose Toribio 
Merino, commander in chief of 
the navy and a member of the 
ruling military junta, said he 
could teach U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan a lesson on how 
to handle a democratic election. 

Adm. Merino made his com- 
ments Friday to reporters in Val- 
paraiso in response to a statement 
issued the day before by Mr. 
Reagan and Secretary of State 
George Shultz “in support of 
democracy in Chile.” 

The statement said the U.S. 
people shared the aspirations of 
Chileans for restoration of full 
democracy after 14 years of milit- 
ary rule. It said the best way to 
achieve this was through an elec- 
tion in an atmosphere of foil 
respect for human and civilian 
rights. 


British queen’s message leak causes furore 


LONDON (R) — Reports that 
Queen Elizabeth will attack Irish 
Republican Army (IRA) violence 
in her Christmas message to the 
Commonwealth caused a furore 
in Britain on Sunday over how 
the British monarch's speech was 
leaked. 

Britain's newspapers were less 
concerned That the queen may 
have broken a royal tradition of 
not commenting on politics than 
the fact that the press breached a 
35-year protocol of not revealing 
the contents of her pre-recorded 
message. 

Accusations flew of who was 
responsible for leaking the mes- 
sage, which is beamed to more 
than 100 million people in Com- 
monwealth countries, after six 
British newspapers reported on 
Saturday that the Queen would 
call for “tolerance not terrorism” 
to solve Northern Ireland's prob- 
lems. 

The queen is reported to single 
out the IRA bombing of a war 


memorial service in Enniskillen 
last month which killed 11 civi- 
lians and wounded 60 in the worst 
guerrilla attack in five years. 

The newspaper reports said she 
did so after speaking with her son 
Prince Charles and his wife Prin- 
cess Diana who visited Enniskil- 
len soon after the blast to meet 
some of the victims. 

Buckingham Palace press 
spokesman Robin Janvrin conde- 
mned the leak, saying it was 
“regrettable” that the embargoed 
contents of the 10-minute broad- 
cast, filmed by the British Broad- 
casting Corporation, were pub- 
lished ahead of time. 

The Rev. Ian Paisley, the lead- 
er of Northern Ireland's Demo- 
cratic Unionist Party, was quick 
to comment on the reported con- 
tents of the message. 

He said people in Northern 
Ireland "will welcome the fact 
that Her Majesty is departing 
from her usual line to comment at 
this time because of the aggres- 


sion and diabolical actions of the 
IRA." 

Lord Mountbatten, the uncle 
of the queen's husband Prince 
Philip, was killed by an IRA 
bomb off the Irish coast in 1979. 
The IRA is fighting to end British 
rule in Northern Ireland. 

But royal observers dismissed 
suggestions that the leak was poli- 
tically motivated. 

The Sunday Times said some 
royal reporters heard about the 
contents of the broadcast at a 
lunch from a trusted BBC em- 
ployee — one of a handful of 
journalists allowed to preview the 
royal broadcast last week. 

“Over drinks and cigars he 
provided the details of the 
speech,” the paper said. 

A BBC spokesman declined to 
comment on the Sunday Times 
article or on other reports that it 
was launching an inquiry into the 
leak, insisting the newspapers not 
the BBC broke the embargo. 


t ’ 





